Those new uses are still a
matter of question. A state task
ferce on the issue has not met
siice July, but a major con-
tender for the property is the
College of Staten Island, which is
looking for a site on which to
censolidate its St. George and
Sinnyside campuses.

CSI released a report earlier
ttis month in which the SIDC
cimpus was named as the best
site for the consolidated campus,
and CSI President Edmund
Volpe says he is excited about
tte possibility of moving to Wil-
lowbrook.

The move first must be ap-
preved in upcoming months by
the City University of New York
boerd of trustees, which meets
tomorrow; the task force and the
Office of General Services,
which controls disposition of sur-
plis state land, and finally, by
the state Legislature, which
must approve funding.

If all goes according to plan,
CSI will commission another
study this year to develop a mas-
ter plan for a new campus at
Willowbrook, a proposal that
will probably utilize between
eght and 12 of the existing
biildings.

(CSI is requesting 187 acres for
its use, so even if that plan is
aproved, there would be room
tc accomodate other interests on
tte Willowbrook property.

Assemblywoman Elizabeth
Cymelly and Island advocates
for the mentally retarded want
lind for community athletic fa-
clities — including an Olympic-
sized pool, running track and
gvmnasium — geared especially
for the handicapped. _

Mrs. Connelly would also like
land set aside in case the state
nceds more property to build in
the future. Community advo-
c:tes for the retarded would like
tosee another residential facil-
it built now for the severely
hindicapped. plus the establish-
ment of a recreational camp.

The city Planning and Parks
ard Recreation departments
wiuld like to maintain the
b:dlfields currently on the Wil-
lovbrook property, in addition
to preserving the property’s
wiodlands.

The preservation issue has be-
cone particularly controversial
berause one area tagged by the
city for inclusion in the Green-
bet is Corson's Brook Woods, a

40-acre tract on the southeast
corner of the Willowbrook prop-
erty. But the state Office of Men-
tal Retardation wants to build
its proposed Richmond Complex
_in the woods, which lies between
‘the Institute for Basic Research
and the existing group homes.

In fact, the state started clear-
ing the woods for construction in
November. A local environmen-
tal group, the Protectors of Pine
Oak Woods, saw trees cut down
and obtained a court injunction
to halt the work.

Supreme " Court Justice Rose
McBrien has ordered that con-
struction be suspended until a
trial. which has not yet been
scheduled. If the Protectors are
successful in their court action
— they want the court to order

the state to build at another site
— than the state must decide
whether to appeal, file a
countersuit or simply move to
another location.

However, SIDC Director
James Walsh has steadfastly
maintained that Corson’s Brook
Woods is the only undeveloped
site on the SIDC campus that
adjoins a residential neighbor-
hood and is thus suitable for
community residences for the
handicapped.

Resolution of the Corson’s
Brook Woods conflict is a major
issue this year for SIDC, since
the institution cannot close down
until the Richmond Complex is
built — and the controversy has
already put construction almost
a year behind schedule.
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