STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, Friday, January 25, 1985

Task force schec

ules

Willowbrook hearing

By JULIE MACK
Advance Staff Writer

Hoping to gauge community
sentiment before making its rec-
ommendation, a task force on
the disposition of the Staten Is-
land Developmental Center
(SIDC) property in Willowbrook
has scheduled a public hearing
for Feb. 7.

The hearing will allow Island-
ers to give their opinions on sey-
eral proposals for the property,
including a controversial plan to
create a new, consolidated cam-
pus for College of Staten Island.

The task force, which consists .
of four top state officials and
nine Islanders "has not endorsed

any of the proposals yet. The
group reviewed the college plan
for the first time in a meeting
yesterday at SIDC.

Although almost a dozen con-
cepts for redeveloping the site
are under consideration, the CSI
Plan has been viewed by partici-
pants as the most significant re-
quest, in terms of the amount of
property involved and the sup-
port the plan has received from
state officials.

The CSI proposal already has
the informal backing of the state
Budget Division; the commis-
sioner for state services for the
mentally retarded, Arthur Webb,

who co-chairs the task force, and
the staff of Office of General
Services Commissioner John
Egan, the other co-chair.

The budget department has
encouraged the college to pursue
its request for the Willowbrook
property, according to CSI offi-
cials. Webb voiced his support
for the college proposal in an
Advance Editorial Board meet-
ing last month.

While Egan has not publicly
aired his views on any of the
proposals, he suspended the task
force’s monthly meetings last
July while waiting for the col-

(See TASK FORCE, Page A 4)

General Services Commissioner John Egan speaks to the group assembled at the Staten Island Developmental Center to
review the plan for CSI's consolidated campus. ‘ ' I
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In contrast with the Commu-
nity Board 2 representatives,
other
seemed more concerned with co-
ordinating the college request
with other proposals for the
property. Other major proposals
include requests by environmen-
talists to preserve the woodlands
and by Island advocates for the
handicapped who want a 200-bed
residential complex and a 125-
acre recreational complex for
their constituency.

Other suggestions came from:

® Young Israel of Staten Is-
land, for 16 acres to build senior
citizen housing, a group home
for the mentally retarded and
neighborhood park.

® The Staten Island Council
for Animal Welfare, for a build-
ing to house stray animals.

@ The Jewish Foundation
School, for a building for its op-
eration,

® The regional Little League
association, which would like to
establish its headquarters at
Willowbrook.

® Staten Island Civie Theater,
for a building to convert into a
theater.

® The SIDC emplovees union,
which would like to convert five
buildings into a state-operated

task force members .

residential facility for the men-
tally retarded. :
® Imagine A Better Way, a
non-profit agency which wants
to establish a program for devel-
opmentally disabled adults.
“I'm not going to be a Polly-
anna and say that everything on
the table can be included in the
property,” Egan said. “But I
think most are manageable.” *
He said the ‘actual acreage
requested by CSI is “not set in
granite.” and suggested that
there will be room to accommo-
date at least several interests.
He suggested that the task

force meet soon after the public
hearing to form its recommen-
dations.

Egan scheduled the public
hearing for 7 p.m. The location
will be announced next week.

Another public hearing on the
unified campus. conducted by
Community Board 2, will be held
Feb. 13 at 7:30 p.m. at Sea View
Hospital and Home. The board is
inviting Islanders to voice their
opinion whether the college
should be located in Ocean
Breeze or Willowbrook. although
Community Board approval is
not necessary for the move.

i

" Volpe réfers to the study on CSI's location.
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