- STATEN ISL_@D Knﬁuﬁ'ﬁ?{ ~

e

CS| stuic
SIDC 5|te
in ever

By JéJLIE MACK . .
- Advarice Staff writer & |

Staten Island Developmental
Center is superior in every area
of consideration for consolidat-
ing the College of Staten Island,
according to a study officially
released yesterday by CSI Presi-
dent Edmond Volpe. The Ad-
vance reported Dec. 29 that the
study would recommend the
SIDC site.

The report, which evaluated
four sites for the consolidation,
concluded that SIDC in Willow-
brook was the superior choice in
terms of budget, physical fac-
tors, construction time and qual-
ity of the finished campus.

The Manhattan firm of Ed-

ward Durrell Stone Associates,
which the college commissioned:
to-ungke:the study, ranked.a110-'
acrpusnte in Ocean Breeze a8 a
- secomd choice for a consolidated
campus. The study  rejeeted
consolidation at either of CSI's
present campuses in Sunnysxde
and St. George. -t

The study’s recommendatlon
for the Willowbrook site was en-
dorsed Monday by the CSI’s fa-
cilities and finance committee, |
and the college board of trustees
will vote on the issue at its next
meeting, on Jan. 28.

Volpe said the board’s ap-
proval of the Willowbrook site is
“falrly certain.” . i

He is submitting the report to
a state task force studying d;spo-
sition ‘of the 390-acre SIDC,
which, has housed an institution
for the mentally.retarded fog:the
past 30 years. The state plans to
close the institution by the end of
1987 and adapt the land for other
uses.

Since CSI's proposal already
has the approval of state budget
officials, the state Office of Gen-
eral Services — which controls
disposition of the land — will

i

“.-.,- T .-.. o A W .:.".l

i 3;:. “w J.f

0 ?"" !fb-
n Sfﬂ.sgl. flaa.'

btetter

y,respect..

%
!

The study suggests that CSI

" could use 187 acres of the Wil-

lowbrook campus and renovate
betweerl eight and 12 existing
buxldmgs The renovation would
give the college between 342,000
and 534,000 square feet in space
— between a third and a half of
the space the consolidated col-
lege would need.

“One thing I think we were
really amazed about was the
condition of the buildings; they
are really in very good shape,”
said Kenneth Klindtworth, CSI's
resident architect. The college
can save $36 a square foot by
utilizing existing buildings, ac-
cording to the study.

The other dozen or so build-

ings not used would be razed and

" CSI wouldibuild new facilities
for a total of:1.1 million square

feet of building space, the re-

quirement set by college offi-
cials. =
The potential offered by the

acreage and existing buildings

scored high points in the evalua-

tion process used in the study.

“The significant advantage of
this site is the possibility of re-
use of many suitable existing
buildings,” the study said. “The
existence of service tunnels is
another significant advantage.”

' There is also the appearance

‘of the_grounds, with its. wide

rassy spaces—\and low" brick

buildings. “It looks like the clas- |
sic college campus,”.Volpe said.

“It's perfect.”.

By companson, the study said,

the Ocean Breeze site has no

buildings to usé, while the Sun- |
nyside and St. George sites have

no room for adecl uate expansion.
The consolida

space on 42 acres and the St.

George campus has less than

_square feet in three

- probably, -.support transfemgf .-%03 o0 s 5 With ?rirtually no sur-

part of the property to the
:lege,«C8I spokesman Bnan &

ris said. Feis

2 ....,_..z.-.-.ah..a-— e

ed campus re- .
quires at least 60 acres of land. |
The Sunnyside. campus has only |
830,000 square feet in building
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The study estimated that the
college would have to spend $97
million for new construction and
$48 million for rehabilitation of
existing buildings in Willow-
brook. Other costs — including
external roadwork, creation of
more parking, upgrading utili-
ties, site development, demo-
lition — plus inflation, would
total $196 million at midpoint of
construction.

By contrast, using the St.
George site would cost an esti-
mated $224 million at the mid-
point of construction. assuming
more property was obtained; the
Sunnyside site would cost $198

million: and the Ocean Breeze |

site would cost $249 million.
Time was another factor ex-
for the development of an en-
tirely new campus,” the study
said. Moreover, it said, the site’s
110 acres would allow for future
growth, the location provides
ample access to transportation,
and the community is supportive
of plans te build a college there.

However, the site is only 8 feet
above sea level, which means
the entire cmapus would have to
be constructed on raised plat-
forms to protect the buildings
from flooding. The platforms
would boost construction costs
by $20 million.

Volpe, who for years has advo-
cated building a new campus in
Ocean Breeze, said he is now
enthusiastic about the Willow-
brook site. “I always thought
Willowbrook would be a mag-
nificent site, but I was hesitant
about adapting hospitai-type
buiidings for use as a college,”
he said.

But when he finally walked
through the campus and the

buildings last fall, he said, “I

hecame excited.

"I think Willowbrook will pro-
vide the kind of campus for this
college that its educational mis-
sion deserves. [ see this becom-
ing cne of the major campuses
within CUNY (City University of
New York) and one of the most
beautiful campuses.”

amined 'in the study. Volpe said
Peter Capone, president of firm

* which conducted the study. pre-

dicted that “if all goes well,” the
college could be relocated to
Willowbrook within four years.

“I think that’s a bit optimistic,
but even if we had some of the
buildings in use by then" he
would be satisfied, Volpe said.

It could take longer to consoli-
date at the other sites, the study
said: Builders have to start from
seratch at the Ocean Breeze site;
community opposition would
slow expansion at the Sunnyside
campus, and it would take years
to acquire enough property for
expansion in St. George.

The study concluded that the

.only hindrance at the Willow-

brook site is demolition of build-
ings that would not be
renovated, but “that is not seen
as significant.”

“No unusual site conditions
are present which should prove
burdensome in costs,” authors of
the study wrote. “Construction
may be easily staged and com-
pleted to allow controlled trans-
fer of exisiting facilities to the
new campus. The campus and
proximity to major thorough-
fares will prove to be a catalyst
in the development of the Wil-
lowbrook area.”

Of the other sites, the study
noted that land is scarce in St.
George, and that in Sunnyside,
land adjacent to the site is ex-
pensive, hilly and unsuitable for
college facilities.

Consolidating CSI at Sunny-
side could only occur with the
construction of high-rise struc-
tures packed closely together,
which would ruin the look of the
campus and Imeet with strong
community resistance, the au-
thors of the report said.

“In the final analysis, the dis-
advantages of a limited site, un-
favorable community response,
potential delays and a compro-
mised land-use plan overcame
the advantage of building.
around the existing nucleus of
the college,” the study said about
the Sunnyside site.

The Ocean Breeze site
“presents a.unique opportunity



