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Staten Island advocates for
the mentally retarded say they
fear the state is reneging on its
Pledge to involve the community
In the disposition of the Staten
Island Developmental Center
(SIDC) property.

“We've heard no word whatso-
ever” on the disposition process,
Harry Friedland, chairman of
the. Staten Island Regional Re-
tardation and Developmental
Disabilities Council, told the Ad-
vance Editorial Board in a meet-
Ing earlier this week. “All we
want to know is what is going
on.”

_The concern centers on the
discontinuance of monthly meet-
Ings of a task force which has
not convened since July. The
task force was created in April
by Gov. Mario M. Cuomo to ob-
tain recommendations from Is-
land representatives on the
future of the Willowbrook prop-

erty. -

The institution is scheduled to
close'in 1987, and the state plans
to redevelop almost 309 acres of
the 382-acre campus.

The task force was originally
scheduled to have a draft pro-
posal written by September and
a final report finished this
month. But the task force still
has not even reviewed the pro-
posals for the property, which
were collected this summer by
the state Office of General Ser-
vi(j;as (0GS),

rthur Webb, commissiones -
the state Office of .nl\;llssltzrl]elrigf
tgrdat;oln_ and Developmenta]
st.ablhtxes (OMRDD), who
chalrs_th_e task force wit’h 0GS
Commissioner John Egan told
the Advance Jagt week that OGS
is still awaiting a broposal from
the College of Staten Island pe.-

fore presentin th
task force, B ¥4 Plans o the

CSI has SXpressed -interest in

consolidating itg campus on the

Willowbrook property, a concept
Webb said he supports.

But Webb’s recent endorse-
ment of the CSI proposal an-
gered Friedland, whose group
has submitted its own 10-page
plan for the property. “What
Webb said came as a complete
surprise to us,” Friedland said.
“I think it’s a conflict of interest,
or at least inappropriate for him
to make that sort of comment at
this time.”

The council members hinted
that the state is deciding what it
wants to do with the property.”

“I can’t accept the fact that
the state is still working on the
proposals without getting input
from the task force,” Friedland
said. “We feel we have the right
to say something about what
happens. When people start
making comments that might be
committing the state to a cer-.
tain purpose for that land ...
well, we have the right to have
some dialogue.”

“We don’t object to the col-
lege” moving to Willowbrook,
said Diane Buglioli, vice chair-
womar of the retardation coun-
cil. “But we want the state to
show us why we don’t need the
300 acres for the handicapped.”

The council’s- plan recom-
mends a 200-bed complex to
serve as transitional housing fer
handicapped people awaiting
placement in community resi-
dences; a 60-acre camp, and a
125-acre recreational complex
to include ball fields, a gymna-

sium, a swimming pool, tennis

courts, running tracks, a theater
and a meeting hall for public
use, with priority given to the
handicapped.

The residential complex is es-
pecially needed because of the
shortage of housing for the
handicapped, the council mem-
bers said. '

that Webb’s statement suggests
state officials are moving ahead
on plans for SIDC without con-
sulting the task force.

“ think the state wants every-
one to believe the delay (in re-
convening the task force) was
because of the election,” said
Genevieve Benoit, a member of
the council and one of 11 Island-
ers on the task force. “But I
think what'’s really happening is

“There is nothing available ih
our community,” Friedland said.
“People are going outside the
borough to place their children.”

Although it has not adopted
the council’s plan, Webb’s
agency plans to build a 72-bed
residential complex at Corson’s
Brook Woods, a 4vU-acre wood-
land tract on the SIDC property.
But construction of the homes
has been halted by a temporary
court order obtained by environ-

mentalists whé say the site
should remain a natural pre-
serve. The case is still pending in
Supreme Court.

Council members, who sup-
port the state’s group home pro-
posal, said that the Corson’s
‘Woods controversy has been ex-
acerbated by the delay in re-
convening the task force. In the
absence of a forum where com-
munity representatives can ne;
gotiate their interests, council
members said, there has evolved
a pitched battle that has stale-
mated immediate plans to build
group-homes, which are desper-

ately needed. )

“We find ourselves being
pushed into January and nothing

“has happened,” Ms. Buglioli said.

“We have 100" Islanders who

nced housing right ”now. But

hing is happening. :
nO‘t‘It’sg::l Mexli)cpan standoff,” said

-Friedland. “We don’t enjoy it.

We don’t want it. We want to

close the gap created by inac-

tivity by the task force.
“We are not opposing anyone,
put we have the right to have
ialogue.” o

(—h “Tt%e clock is ‘moving' along,

but we're ‘standing still,” Ms.

Buglioli said.



