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Citing “appalling” conditions
in New York’s centers for the
disabied, Karina Costantino, Re~
publican-Conservative-Right tp
Life candidate in the 58th As.
sembly District, criticized in-
cumbent Elizabeth A. Connelly
for “inadequately addressing the
health and living needs of our
state’s disabled.” .

Mrs. Costantino said that al-
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Costantine pans Ce
for inaction on

though the incumbent, a Damo-
crat, is chairweman of the siatc
Assernbly Mental Health Com-
mittee, che has underestimated
the seriousness of conditions at

‘the Staten Island Developmental

Center. '

She said the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Service
denied funds to SIDC because of
conditions there. “We cannot af-
ford the further degeneration of

our c2nters for the disabled — g
condition which kag, in part, re-
sultzd frem legiclative inaction,”
she gaid. .

Mrs. Cestantino preposed two
Progirams she said weyld Lelp
the quality of living at state fa.
cilities for the disabled. She

‘urgad the state to create a per-

manent incpection unit for the
Cffice of Mental Retardation
and Developments] Disabiiities,

In additien,” she proposed cre-.

ation of a meantal hygiene in-
Spector gensral, who, she. said,
“would be responsible for over.

seelng the Office of Mental

Health, including 31 psychiatric
centers, end the Cffice of Mental
Retardation, which has 20 devel-
opmerntai ceaters.”

She szid the cost uf such pro-
grams weould Be “more than off-
set” by the pregrams’ ability to
centinue obtaining foderal funds.
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