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SIDC panel
to consider
group homes

<. By JULIE MACK

Advance Staff Writer
.ﬁ progosal to build four groun
homes on a land described by
environmentalists as a natural
preserve will be among the is-
sues confronting a newly formed
task force on the future of the

Staten Island Developmental

Center (SIDC).
SIDC Director James Walsh
indicated yesterday he is still
. promoting his plan %o kéep an L-

shaped‘parcel of land for group

homes_ for the mentally re-
tarded,” Which would allow the
state Office of Mental Retarda-
tion and Developmental Disabil-
ities (OMRDD) to give up the
remainder of the 382-acre cam-
pus.

Walsh talked about the plan
yesterday while leading a tour of
the grounds for the Advance
Editorial Board.

OMRDD has controlled the
property for 30 years while op-
erating an institution for the
mentally retarded. At one‘time,
more than 6,000 residents were

housed in its 53 buildings: ‘The'
population is now 858 — a num-
ber that has increased'in recent’

months as SIDC assumed control
of patients which have been un-
der the aegis of United Cerebral
Palsy of New York State.

The last group of UCP pa-
tients were transferred to state
control today. The transfer oc-
curred as part of a settlement to
keep UCP from bankruptcy.

With the transfer of UCP pa-
tients completed, Walsh said his
goal now is to continue moving
patients from SIDC into group

homes, in an effort to empty the

institution. -
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nounced jn J ry his intention
quently, OMRDD said it would
abandon the facility by the end
of 1987. Most of the remaining
patients will be placed through-
out the state, leaving only about
75 native Islanders.

Walsh proposes to house the
Islanders in four group homes to
be built on a wooded four-acre
parcel on the eastern edge of the
campus. The undeveloped parcel
borders Forest Hill Road on the
east, the Institute for Basic Re-
search in Mental Retardation on
the north, and former SIDC staff
residences, now group homes, on
the south.

The Protectors of the Pine
Oak Woods, the Island’s largest
environmental group, have criti-
cized the plan, saying the site is
g art of the 40-acre Corson’s

rook Wbcds .which is desig-
nated for inclusion in theGreén

: ter, Another,;

the SIDC. Subse- ““the property to consolidate the

g

offices for, state agencies mav-
ing out of the World ‘Trade Cen-
is: uging

College of Staten Island, which
currently has two campuses.

Walsh noted that the brick
buildings are structurally solid;
so solid, in fact, that it may cost
the state more to demolish them
than it did to build them in the
late 1930s.

However, any use of the build-
ings would require extensive
renovation of their antiquated
heating and plumbing systems,
he said.

Responsibility for disposition
of the property rests with the
state General Services Depart-
ment, headed by John C. Egan.
General Services organized the
task force.

Consisting of 13 state and lo-

cal officials, the task force will
meet for the ﬁrst time tomor-
row.
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belt. The:group saysi’any q 'the’ task force are Henrik

development would destroy an
invaluable natural resource.

Walsh said he met with the -

environmental group last month
to hear its concerns, but has not
changed his proposal. Walsh said
the group homes would affect
only a small portion of the prop-
erty and would protect the re-
mainder by sealing it off from
further development.

Moreover, Walsh said the site
links the Institute for Basu: Re:;;
search and-the—current -group
homes, and using it would con-
solidate the agency’s remammg
operations in one gorner of the
campus.

The remaining 300 acres and
more than 40 brick buildings
could then be adapted to mew
uses, Walsh said. -

Numerous recommendations
on uses for the property have
been made in the last several
years. Athletic groups are eager '
to retain the property’s
ballfields; others want a commu-
nity center offering services for
the handicapped as well as
recreation for the general pub-
lic; developers see the area as a
pnme spot for new homes, and
environmentalists would like to
protect the area’s extenswe
woodlands. . -
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lea, director of state opera-
tions; Mlchael anerty, state
budget director, and” Arthur
Webb, commissioner of the
OMRDD.

Island officials on the commit-
tee are Borough President An-
thony Gaeta; Marilyn
Mammano, Staten Island direc-
tor of the City Planning Depart-
ment; Philip Scampas, land use
committee chairman for Com-

‘munity Board 2; Assemblyman’

~Erie N.- Vitaliano; Assémblyman
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<Robert A. Straniere, and-Assem-
tblywoman -
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Other Island representatlves
are John Oppenheimer, chair-
man of the environmental sci-
ence department at the College
of Staten Island; Frank
Scarangello, chairman of the

‘Staten Island Chamber of Com-

merce, and Genevieve Benoit,
chairman of the Staten Island
Regional Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities
Council.

The Advance Editorial
Board for this meeting con-
sisted of Editor Les
Trautmann, Associate Editor
William Huus, City Editor
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