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}- By JULIE MACK -

Advance Staff Writer

“X™ormer resident of Staten

Island Developmental Center
(SIDC), now employed as a
cleaner at the institution, was
arrested yesterday and charged
‘with raping a profoundly re-

rdedand physically. i bled
w::man at the’centér 4 Yedr ago.

“Robert Bennett, 53, of 1440
Richmond Terr., West Bnghton
was taken into custody at about
10:30 a.m. after questioning at |
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" ably occurred the first two
weeks of last May.

Lt. William Quinn, of the Sta-
ten Island Crimes Against Per-
sons Squad, said Bennett was
arrested based on a “lengthy and
very difficult investigation” that
centered orn interviews “with

SIDC employees and’ patlents

“We kept oh investigating and |

interviewing people at the devel-

opmental center, and we were |

able to narrow it down and then
'narrow it down again, until we

the 122nd Precinct stationhouse | were finally left with this per-

in New Dorp. At his arralgnment son,’

yesterday afternoon in Criminal '
Court in Stapleton, Bennett,was
" charged, with, firsi degreg sexy
q;buie.,ﬁe.ﬁ. EIR.A4G. QN 36,90
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; -Bennett. is not mu%%ﬁﬁia‘éu
ing forcibly in- the-incideng, but
of having sex with a woman
physically unable to resist or
give consent, a spokesman in the
district attorney’s office said. He
could face prison term of up to
25 years.

The arrest ended a 5%-month

investigation of the ra e, Which
was discovered last D?ove:xv;)ber
when the victim was found'te be
Séven months pregnant. She
gave birth Jan. 10 to a healthy, 6-
pound 5-ounce boy in St. Vin-
c:emh s Medical Center.
€ woman, a 31-year-
quadriplegic, s, m é;y.ar_,gld
foundly retarded, Is
m-l

said her serious dlsablhtYes'h
dered* dlsédve'ry‘m thes: g
nancy, “which was folma By° 4
doctor who thought the patlent
had tumorous growths in her
stomach. X-rays revealed a fullyt
formed fetus. .

The date of the rape is unde-!
termined, although, based on the
pregnancy, officials said it prob-

’ Quinn said.

Quinn would not reveal
specfic details of the case
{ against - Bennett, - although he

00 ' said the arrest wWas made on the
~~- basis of statements Bennett

made * about his “movements
around that time, which corre-
lated with our information.”

Bennett has been employed as
a cleaner at SIDC for the past 12
years, according to SIDC Direc-
tor James Walsh. Citing patient
confidentialfty “laws, -Walsh
would not say when Bennett was
‘a patient at the institution.

However Quinn said that' Ben-
tien is ‘married ‘and’ has' been
Hiving outside of the institution
for at least several years.

The arrest was somewhat of a
surprise to SIDC officials. Their
own investigation, concluded
earlier this year, reported “no
solid, lead as to the 1dent1ty of
the pxst w ré deyelOped . ev-
ery mvestlgative resour'ce ‘at dur

disposal was utilized, every ave- -

nue 6f mqmry explored without
suceess.’

“We are cooperating with the
police and district attorney’s of
fice,” Walsh said, admitting,
was surprised (by the arrest) be
cause of the length of time in-
“ybived.”
it Qem‘;ett’s case was adJomed
until Tudsday. The defendent is
being represented by Joseph
Lasky of the Legal Aid Society.
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