_STATEI ISLAND ADVA! 'E, Saturday, January 7, 1984

By JULIE MACK
Advance Staff Writer 4 .

The future of the 53 bulldmgs
and 382 acres of land in
Willowbrook comprising the Sta-
ten Island Developmental Cen-
ter remains uncertain. despite
Wednesday's vow by Gov. Mario
M. Cuomo to close the center as
an institution for the mentally
retarded.

Future use of the prOperLy has
been debated for the past sev-
eral years, as the institution’s
population has been reduced
from more than 6,000 in the
early 1970s to about 1,000. Many

of the bulldmgs dre; already va-
cant. Hioe

The‘only' ,1mpact of Cuomo‘s\

statement on the disposition of
the property is that most of the
facility will be eventually avail-
able for other types of develop-
ment. :

Previously, state officials
planned to reduce the patient
population to 250 and operate a
smaller institution, using 10 of
the buildings.

Assemblywoman Elizabeth A.
Connelly said the latest proposal
from Cuomo’s office is to build a
10- to 15-bed group home on the
property, along with two inten-
sive care facilities (ICF), which
would each house :between 25
and 50 multi~handicapped per-
sons. .

If that proposa] is iollowed it
would free all 53 huildings and
most of the land.

“There's no question that
there have to be some decisions
made about the property,” Mrs.
Connelly said. A lot of people
have made inquiries. A lot of
recommendations have been
made.”

Thomas Coqper, spokesman

for the state Office of General

Services, whicli handles. dxspo- ’

sition of state property, said it is
his understanding that Cuomo
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will appoint a task force in the
near future to study:the matter.

A tasksforce-.was attempted
once before, in:1982, but its for-
mation was derailed by that
year's election.

“They were very hot on the
idea of a task force,w Mrs
Connelly said. "It was gung-hc
for awhile, but the election came
up and the idea was dropped.
The task force has never con-
vened.”

One issue facing a task force
is whether some state offices
can be moved to the SIDC cam-
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~ Although no “age.. .ies have
been named, one pcssihility :s
~the state: Departme i of Env.-
" ronmental +..-Conservation
¥, (EnCon), ’:whose commissioner..
“Henry ' GiiWilliams, -has: 3 gex-
‘ pressed-‘an:‘interest in¥

¢‘Willowbrooki:site, according “to*
{{Assemblyman ' Roberti. A.»

_Strariere. .

Ccoper said that v .iowbro. »

““could be viable site \ EnCna,

“but I'm not aware iti.. laCi. s
being considered a- iof the
 possibilities.” ¢

Others “have s..;- “ed usirg
the grounds for (o mmum
- or tuwnhouses, anu ..c\e “prie i

b of tke land for rec:- .- nal use.

“Mas, Connelly 3 «ledbed
_that asiSIDC's -i. .ng ap-®

 proachies, ‘the deb. « ahout the™

- meri:s ‘of “different unposals
will become more &..ted:d "
“I . uink"it's goiug ic be very

“diffy It ‘she.saic But my*

_ thougnt is that the - :wds-of the

. developmentally dnsmlcd should
&{:nme Alrst.” g
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SIDC’s future still a big questio
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