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Hepburn tredts em
to a rare Hollywood
view from the office

By DAN BREEN
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The women in Staten Islahd

Developmental Center’s word

processing department had

something more to occupy them
yesterday than their keyboards.

Looking out the window, they
watched the most famous and
most honored actress in movie
history at work.

“It’s overwhelming,” said
Gerry Hacker, as Katharine Hep-
burn joined co-star Nick Nolte in
the front seat of a late-model
Buick.

- Thetwo,— a frail, small Hep-
burn and a gruff—lookmg, _husky

Nolte — were filming scenes for
“The Ultimate Solution of Grace

F

Quigley” at the Willowbrook in-

stitution.

A crew of about 100 camera-
men, soundmen, make-up artists,
security personnel armed with
radios, and others were on hand,
as was an ever-changing audi-
ence of center employees and
residents.

According to the word proces-
sor operators — who got their
information from one of the driv-
-ers of the company’s trucks — in

:the film, crugader Hepburn hires

avofessional killer Nolte for some
sott of protest against maltreat-
ment of the aged. .

The developmental center is
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used for scenes in which Hepburn
tries ‘to prove te Nolte that the:
elderly are abused, they added. -

One scene.in the film, which is
being directed by ‘Englishman
Anthony Harvey; was shot .on the

third floor of Building 2, now shut
down, but.once’ 4 medical- sm‘gx-
cal huilding, .~ a7 G usTRNS

Some émiployees of the. cemer
gathered in the hallway and ap-
plauded as: Hepburn eme'rged
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- looked so peaceful,

from a makeshift dressing room
Gérry 'Hacker- 'said: the!*actress
smiled-and turned back, saying 1
forgot my shoes.”

“Most of the day she was wear-
ing sneakers!” Hacker added,
something that impressed the
word processing crew.

Hepburn’s dressing room was
originally supposed to be in the
administration building, where
the word processmg department
is located.

“But when she came in, she
said it was too hot,” said Marie
Orcuilo. So the dressing room
screens and lighted mitror:were

ap ‘under <d* elustér’ of Stall
trees behmd the-building, wherd
mdst”of the -oatsile ‘senes, if-
cluding the one in the ‘iBuick,

were shot. r .
The word processors expressed

mixed opinions about Nolte, who
is probably best known for his
portrayal of the slovenly brother
in television’s “Rich Man, Poor
Man” miniseries, and as co-star
next to Eddie Murphy in *48
Hrs. ™

“He's the homeliest thing I've
ever seen,” said one woman,
while another disagreed. “I like
him,” she said.

But everyone loved Hepburn.
“She’s so gracious,” said Orcuilo.

“She’s got a lot of class,” Joan
Donovan said; ..

At lunch, the four-tlme “best
actress’ winner ate bet;md ,her
screeps “very, quxc K1y, Qr;‘fuuo. :
said, and then. “she. got dowp an
the sround,and stretched, out.”- -

‘She stayed like that ‘for about
20 minutes,” said Hacker. “She
all alone
there. You almost wanted to go
up and talk to her, but no one
“H ebsurre’:,shheﬁ II‘O lﬁj
bIIC 4B LA 18 Wellknow
and_ yéstetday was g ‘e:}l £ption.
“One Bf the glivs [ &f e crew:
{518 the to put thy éamera away,”
Hacker said. “If Katharine saw
it, he said, she would rip it right
out of my hand.”



. The actress did get upset when
3" phbtographér was spotted.
Crew members asked  him to
leave the grounds. il

A center employee asked her
for an autograph, one of the word
processor operators said. “But
she told him that if she gave out
one, she would have to do 2,000,
so she doesn't give out auto-
graphs.”

Both stars were pale-faced
with make-up. but otherwise,
Hepburn, her gray hair in a full
bun and clothed in a white hospi-
tal coat, looked much the same
as she did in her Oscar-winning
role in “On Golden Pond.”

“Somebody told her
‘Katharine, you look beautiful,”.
said Joan Donovan. “She got so
excited and said ‘Thank you.'” =

Employees at the center said*
they learned to appreciate the
hard work that goes into making
a {ilm. The scen¢ in the Buick, for
example, took at least 2%z hours
to shoot in the late afternoon and
was shot at least five times. with
different camera angles and
lighting.

“But I'd do it for the money
they get,” added one employee.

The word .processing depart-

. ment ,learned last week  that
there  would he filming on tHg
grounds. But the'actual arrange-
ments were made more than a
month ago: - .3 w30 R ir

Thomas Zielinski, the center’s
deputy director, said someone in
the crew was familiar with the
center. “It has the right period,
the right motif for what they
wanted.” he said.

“They came and asked, and we
said it was OK.” Zielinski said.
“They only asked us to turn off
the air conditioning in the admin-
istration building, which we did
ayway because it's cooler.”

The fact that a mevie company
and a star such as Katharine
Hepburn came to Willowbrook to
shoot a scene reflects well on the
center's environment and on its
clients. he added.

“This can do a lot to educate
the community about the people
who five here,” Ziehinski said. 3

The filming did not interfere
with nermal operations at the
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center, because the shooting was
not on a main thoroughfare,
Zielinski said. ;
“Besides. it's just a big thrill to
see her,” he said, admitting that
he took “just a moment to peek
out.” ‘
- As for tomorrow. the word pro-

cessing department’s ‘source i’
the film crew said shooting was
to continue on Staten Island at
the Sea View Hospital and Home
grounds.
But for the word processor op-
erators themselves — “It’s hack
_to boredom.” Marie Orcuilo said.
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