*The harde8tdecisiot "of Pol’]? i
Panzella’s life was moving her .

son away from home.

The Panzellas placed Benny
Panzella, now 25, in a non-profit
residential school in upstate New
York five years ago. The facilitv
is not an institution, Mrs.
Panzella takes great pains to
note, and the 87 residents are
housed in group homes.

“I wanted him to be free within
a protected environment,”-said’
Mzs, Panzella, “He e loves it”
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i Benny spent most-of his life at
home. In the-early years, Mrs.
Panzella figured she could do a
better job than any residential
school or institution, even though
keeping Benny at home became,
at times, a hardship.

4 “I remember putting him in
nursery school and the tuition
matched our rent,” she said.

%“When Benny was growing up,
the state didn’t offer much for
- kids who were not in institutions,
.. 80 we made our own programs.
- The mothers helped each other.”

- £As Benny grew older, his par- -

ents began to consider place-
ment. “You have to understand
that Benny is 6-foot-2 and he in-
tﬁnidates people,” said Mrs.
anzella. “Then one day at
cy’s he was reaching for a
-acord album and he accidently
steuched this woman’s breast and
she slapped him. It was one of the
first times I saw
-real tears.

us. T really didn’t ‘want ‘him to
suffer by living at home.

“Putting him in school was the
hardest thing we ever did, but I
knew we had to do it.”
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knew Charlle was -
retarded from the day
he was born. ...
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When |

asked the pediatrician

about it later, he told

me that Charlie was
mental i That s all
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Beanys future at the school:* «the quality-of caré elsewhere, m—

.seems secure, and Mrs. Panzella

takes comfort in that.

“The mistake that most par-
ents make,” she said, “is not re-
alizing that they won’t live
forever.”

* * *

Lorraine Horenburg loves all
her children, but Charlie is
clearly her favorite.

“Anybody can pick on any four
of my other chxldren,” she said.
#But- nobody¥pieks on-my Char-
he-ﬂ oMt f -

She shas: felt that way ever:

duduig group” homes, ‘and say

7 they ‘will never abdicate their ’

responsibility of Charlie to the
state.

“The government hasn’t been
willing to do anything for me and
I haven't asked them for any-
thing,” said Mrs. Horenburg. “I
wouldn’t want anything for them.

“Charlie will always live with
one of us. The other kids are all
very content with that idea. We
told them "ome time that we’d

Seais petet8 s ahavé to :put. Charlie in a group
* “iofié when .we go-and they

since her son'was born 27 years™“! wisildn’t hear of it.

- ago, thé third of five children. “I

<new Charlie was retarded from
the day he was born,” said Mrs.
Horenburg. “He had that look to
him. When I asked the pedia-
trician about it later, he told me
that Charlie was ‘mental.” That’s
all he said.”

The Horenburgs never consid-
ered placing Charlie in an institu-
tion — “He’s mine. That’s it,” his
mother says fiercely — and tried
to give the boy as average a
childhood as possible.

It helped that Charlie is only
mildly retarded; while he cannot
read or write, he was still able to
play games with the neighbor
kids and help around the house.
“He was treated just like all the
other kids,” said Mrs. Horenburg.

In time, Charlie graduated
from the public school’s special
education program and an occu-
pational training center. He now
works in a sheltered workshop.
- He lives. at home, and his par- ..

ewan idea to th -
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" “We can take care of him bet-
ter than others. Even if Charlie
wasn't as high-functioning, we
still wouldn't put him in a group
home. God gave him to me for a
reason.”

When pressed, the Horenburgs
admit that life with Charlie is not
always easy. As a child, he was
the subject of cruel teasing. As an
adolescent, he was blamed for
every prank and accident in the
neighborhood Now there are
other difficulties.

“He wants to get married
someday,” said Tom Horenburg,
Charlie’s father. “Oh, boy. How
do you cope with that?”

But the Horenburgs prefer to
stress the positives over the neg-
atives.

“I'm proud of Charlie — not
proud of the fact he’s retarded —
but I'm proud of him,” said Tom
Horenburg. “A lot of people say
we have a cross to bear. We don’t
-have a ¢ross to bear Godgav§ us
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