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"' Foster grandparenfs on'Stafen
Island will have a'new sponsor on
March 1, federal grant adminis-
trators announced yesterday.

The city Department for the
Aging has been given the federal
grant of $81,000 from ACTION to
administer the Foster Grandpar-
ent Program for the Island and
Manhattan. For the last 10 years
those programs have been han-
dled by the state Office of Mental
Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities (OMRDD) out of the
borough developmental centers.

The grant amount, alloted for
the fiscal year ending in June,

covers 241 volunteers, including .

the Island’s 43, accordmg the
Rep. Guy V. Molinati who, with
Sen. - Alfonse- [YAmiato; - $eéured
the award to"thd- étty “He said
ACTION’s rating of the Depart-

ment for the Aging, which cur-
rently administers another
Foster Grandparent rant within

the city, is high and “we would
expect that it will contmue Jorx
the next fiscal year.” a3y |
The Island will have its own
coordinator under city adminis-
tration, according to ACTION’s
regional director Herbert Stupp,
“though we can’t guarantee that
one will always be needed.” He
said that the Department for the
Aging will make the final evalua-
tion.of staff needs once the. pro-
gram is operating. ;
¢ Stupp also repeated aSSlll"
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s} “made ¥hroughout diséis-
sions over the fate of the OMRDD
grant, that grandparents will
continue serving their current
clients at their current stations if
at all possible.

' He said that although the city -
» agency may have to adjust the
' existing program in negotiation

with individual volunteer stations

' for certain services over the next
two weeks, “the Office for Aging

has no reason to upset any apple-
carts.”

Letters notifying grandparents
of the pending change assured
them that their situation would
not change except that they
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WJ ¥ With the ‘luntsr sta-
“tions, ‘Ne vans, director of
.thexdslan® program under
()M&QI’},é said. e

;iShe said that as recently as
last month, she had been having
trouble continuing to provide
transportation for all the sites
from the developmental center
;She said transportation is

“the sérvices normally’pa
" éach volunteer statig %ﬁh on—

tribution to the
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The city thay’ f¥ac’e rdblems
trying to arrange for In-k
vices with each separate ﬂci"
she said, adding that the Staten
Island Developmental Center’s
ability to provide such things
changes with its change from
sponsor to volunteer site status

OMRDD’s grant for ais
wide program was rese ed i
Feb. 1 and divided up to be

to local sponsors after a
tension between the feder
state agencies . over the §j

administrative costs.

The Department for the
Aging’s is the first award in the
state to be made of the parﬂeled
OMRDD grant. (92 I%
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‘8 Apphcatlons from potential |
nsors were reviewed foriwo
weeks; the city department-and
the Borough Developmental 8er-
vice Organization at the Staten
Island Developmental Center
were the only two that applied
for the Island program, curi ently
in place at six sites. Vol
stations include the Willowbrook
facility — which provides:iaH
transportation as the sponsor
agency —the.city’s United Cere-
bral Palsy centers; and two Tpub-
hc elementgry schoals:: 5.
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