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©~. By BRUCE ALPERT

- Republican gubernatorial.

hopeful Lewis Lehrman suggest-
ed vesterday that state officials
consider selling surplus land at
the Staten Island Developmental
Center to finance new communi-
ty residences and the retraining
of center workers who face
}__aryoffs.

* “Lehrman, who said a state plan
{& “make better and-more social-
I§¥" productive uses” of the 330-
acre Willowbrook center for the
tetarded is overdue, made his
tomments in a 10-page position
paper.

The paper, which also advocat-
@d changes in the state’s commu-
nity placement program, was
released after Dr. Ella Curry, the
cepter’s director, led the candi-
da‘e on an hour-long tour of the
Willowbrook facility.

Alluding to findings by a state

gonsultant that there would be a
9strong market” for a condomini-
wm development at the state cen-
tet. SLeRrman Ssaid’ private
development"“shounld be “consid-
@réd” ‘as part of ‘4 fhiaster plan
that also takes account of recre-
ational and other needs of Staten
¥land residents.
. “Proceeds from any land sale,”
ne said, “should he placed in a
gpecial Willowbrook Trust Fund,
which would be used to huild or
tehabilitate housing that is suit-
2hle for the retarded to live in.
The trust fund would also be used
to retrain those present employ-
e«s at Staten Island Developmen-
t21 Center so that they could
provide proper therapv in the
hew residential settings.”

The state recently sent notices
tn 250 of the center's 2400 em-
ployees, warning that they might
he fired, demoted or transferred
.0 2nother facility because of re-
ductions in the center’s patient
aensus.

. Dr. Cupry, ) sai ! _
Segmed¥impresied with pro-
;?inz-sp;rwided for the

*
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ho said Lehrman

pler's, 700 tesidents, declined
i “ﬁ‘ o ,

comment on his posiion paper.

“If I were to makea comment,
it would seem like 'm running
for governor,” Dr. Curry said.
“And that's not a jokI want.”

Lehrman, who is being chal-
lenged by former US. Attorney
Paul Curran in the Republican
gubernatorial prinary, also
made the following dservations
in his position paper;

® Pressure from a federal
court judge to rapidly move resi-
dents out of the Stten Island
Developmental Center and into
the community has resulted in
some inappropriate jlacements,
including the transkr of pro-
foundly retarded aml multiply
handicapped resident: into small
apartments where poper medi-
cal backup is very expensive. The
time pressure, he sail, also has
prevented the state fom becom-
ing a “prudent buye of group
homes.”

@® The state should appeal a
decision by the sane federal
judge, John R. Bartels which re-
Jected a state proposil to place
center residents in gnup homes
with a capacity of mae than 10
— the' limit establisted by the
consent decree. Lehrman said the
state should ssouid alo move for
other changes in the wnsent de-
cree — signed by Gov. Hugh
Carey in 1975 as a bheprint for
improved care for the retarded
— to reflect “the prowen experi-
ence” of state officials in caring
for the retarded.

® A state plan to corvert com-
munity residences and develop-
mental centers into infermediate
care acilities is a mitake. Al-
though intermediate care facili-
ties, unlike other community
residences, are funded )y the fed-
erally subsidized Medcaid pro-
gram, they often :re more
expensive, in the long run, for
state and local goverrments, he
said. That is because, Lehrman
said, the requirements for inter-

sive, care for residents of group

@ Strict adherence to the re-
quirements of the consent decree
have hurt the mentally retapded -
living in upstate developmental |’
centers because it has forced the

. resources to benefit presenj:"‘.’
former residents of the Wil
brook center.

® Despite criticism, the st
community residence progra:
has been “one of the least undégs?’
stood success stories in ‘New:.}
York State.” He noted thak ‘
costs $53,000 to keep a mentaily
retarded person in a develop-.
mental center, compared to
$33,000 in a state-run group home
and $22,000 in community resi-
dences operated by private, non-
profit organizations. :

William Knowlton, spokesman
for the state Office of Mental '
Retardation and Developmental -
Disabilities, said the agency is
pleased that Lehrman has “rec-
ognized the success” of the state’s -
community placement program.
He declined comment on other -
findings by' Lehrman, pending
study of his pesition paper.

mediate, care facilifies often.
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