land Developmental Center in Wil-
lowbrook will have a new face and
address.

Visitors will enter the grounds of
the center that will house about 250 .
mentally retarded patients at Forest "
Hills Road and see a security building
and then a complex of six to seven
buildings many of which will provide
a series of innovative programs for the
patients.

IN' THE YEAR 2000 the Staten Is-

It will be a far cry from what the
center looks like today with its 27
buildings scattered over a few hundred
acres, but it is definitely what Dr. Ella
Curry, the center’s director, expects it
to become. 7

‘M HOP[NG BY THAT time with

the new address that people will stamp .

out the old Willowbrook, Victory Blvd.,
syndrome once and for all,” sald Curry
in her office recently. - -

Curry is stiIl angry at the recent
charge by federal Judge John Bartels
that conditions at Willowbrook have
worsened since 1975 when Willow-

brook officials agreed to improve ser-

vices, reduce the number of patients
and allow an outside master to oversee
the operations. Curry called the charge
shortsighted and disheartening.

“I was extremely devastated be-
cause of his lack of attention to the
programs and vast improvements that
have been made here and the total
dedication of our staff,” she said.

When the judge made his sufprise
" visit last winter, she said, he had asked

one of the plaintiffs to show him the

filthy conditions. The plaintiff could
not show him any such conditions at
the center.

~--BARTELS, IN HIS_report -of the
tour, said, however, that he found the
plaée was filthy and infested w1th

Neiv look comes
o WIHOWb!"OOk?

By MARY ENGELS

rodents a;ld rpaéhes. He also said 'tha.t

residents sometimes lie naked in their
own excrement, bedrooms smelled of
urine, floors are dirty and food is

content, healthy and well cared for.
Their quarters sparse, but colorful and
clean. Equipment for their education
and physical development, modern and

stored in;temperatures: thp,t. permif - ‘well-used and those in need of medical
e X

spoilage.. .. #% = atteption were in the care of a nurse or
In com visit to the -physician There were no overt signs-

facility by American . ‘Medical News“.of abuse or ‘dvercrowding.”

showed that 'tsents were found to be

“Curry lﬂﬁd that the. state plan;to

-;,Heﬂ..-‘._-'.
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Dr. Ella Curry, dlrector of ghe Stafen lsland Developmentai Center
stands in front house that, vn‘t!_ be home for ‘six clients.”
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