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Concerngrows ] O-yéar-old-

over missing
10-year-old

. BySTEVIE
LACY-PENDLETON

As the third day of the search
came to an end, police were no
closer to solving the mysterious
disappearance of Steven Vance.

Vance, 10 years old and suffer- |
ing from a brain disorder, disap- .
peared from in front of his home
at 51 Wayne Terr., Port Rich-
mond, on Sunday evening.

The youngest of three chil-
dren, Steven suffers from apha-
sia, a brain disorder that results
in the partial‘or total loss of the
ability to articulate ideas. He
has been described as autistic,
-fragile, withdrawn and timid.

Steven takes Mellaril, a strong:
drug used to reduce hyperacti-
vity, among other emotional and
physical conditions. He takes the
drug twice a day and has been
without it since Sunday after-
noon. )

A nurse, who asked not to be
identified, said patients treated
with Mellaril experience ‘very i o ' .
?vgii;:]eatglwnbehavxor e drug fe Sgt. Edward Diaz' helps coordinate searchers from police station-
' d houses . throughout the Island. Police have a temporary head-

“‘If the little boy has been quarters In the Markham Houses, West Brighton, while they accel-

without his medication since erate their search fof Steven Vance. SR NS e
Sunday he would appear hy- ] rETHE $.1. Advance Photo by orry Schwarts
peractive; his emotional state
would be extremely agitated,
Absence of (the) dosage would
also result in extremely pro-
nounced tremors and he might
become disoriented,” she said.

Deputy Inspector Dennis
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O’Brien, who is supervising the
search, said last night the boy’s
physical and emotional condition
has become of increasing con-
cern.

“The boy is unable to take
care of himself, would not be
able to ask for food or water and
has rarely been unsupervised,”
O’Brien said. ““All of these fac-
tors contribute to the intensity of
our search.”

-~ Yesterday several callers re-
ported seeing Steven and au-
thorities began searching . the
Clove Lake, Silver Lake and Wil-
lowbrook areas .

Three search teams were dis-
patched to Willowbrook after po-
lice received a tip that the
youngster had been spotted in
the area. A supervisor at the
Staten Island Developmental
Center released several employ-
ees from work to assist the
teams . : '

According to Sgt. Eddie Diaz,
yesterday’'s search was “quite
extensive’’ and involved the har-
bor patrol, seven uniformed of-
ficers, five detectives, four aux-
iliary police officers 20 civilians,
REACT — a CB radio group— a
housing officer on foot patrol, a
radio unit from the same depart-
ment, and volunteers from the
Arthur Kill Correctional facility,

In addition, emergency Ser-
vice personnel, a helicopter unit

and Police De‘i)artment supervi-

sors also joined the search.
“‘Personnel-wise, we will con-
tinue at this level indefinately,
and are hoping that more volun-
teers come forward to supple-
ment our forces,” said Capt.
William Abruzzese, commander
of the investigation. = I
On Monday afternoon, the po-
lice were still confident that Ste-
ven was in the area of Markham
Houses, but yesterday O'Brien
expressed the first hint of doubt.
.,.'On the first day I was con-
vinced he was still in_ this area

Steven Vance

based on calls we had received.
But, today (last night) it’s up for
grabs. What I don’t understand
is why he hasn’t been spotted if
he is still in the area,” O'Brien

said.

lieves someone may have found
Steven and is caring for him.
“‘Its hard to imagine that after
all the publicity, anyone knowing
his whereabouts is unaware of
the desperate search underway.

We are appealing to anyone that
-has had any kind of contact with

the boy to call us immediately,”

Capt. Abruzzese said he be- -

Although dragging the water-
front along Richmond Terr.
from Port Richmond to the Snug
~Harbor Cultural Center is still
being considered, Capt. Abruz-
zese said it is uncertain when
such an operation might begin .

Every patrol car on Staten Is-
land has a picture of the missing
10-year-old, O’Brien said, and his
description is being broadcast
every half-an-hour.

“Today we plan to do more of
what we did yesterday and the
day before that,”” he said.
“There are no hard leads but ho-
pefully someone will spot the
youngster and contact us.”

At the time of his disappear-
ance, Steven was wearing a red
ski sweater, blue jeans, tan work
shoes and a black zip-up cordu-
roy jacket.

-He is described as being ‘“‘so-
lidly built,”” 4 feet, 9 inches tall,
weighing 115 pounds, with short
curly hair and dark black sKin.
Steven has a darkened area near
his left eye about the size of a
nickel, and a scar on his left
upper arm the result of falling
on a piece of glass.
~'Police have set up temporary
headquarters in the YMCA at
-Markham Houses ahd -anyone
‘having information may call a
special number 24 hours a day:

he said. -

727-1208. Tig



