meeting and was heartened by
the board's complete support.

“It was magnificent to see
every board member
raise their hand in support of the
group home when the time came
to vote on it,”” he said.

““That is a great group of peo-
ple and I take my hat off to
them,” said Marlib, who has
fought many battles in the past
with community boards that
were hostile to a proposed group
home. -

The associdtion currently

operates a group home at 630

Hylan Blvd., Grasmere, and a

recent visit by an Advance re-
porter revealed a well-run pro-
gram that provided its six resi-
dents with a real home.

Mrs. Joanne Freid, manager
of the home, said there are
always at least two full-time
counselors in the home at all
times. There is also a cook, a
housekeeper and a driver who
takes the clients to their school
in Brooklyn.

In addition, she said there is a
team of backup professionals for
the clients,. which includes a nu-
tritionist, a recreational thera-
pist, a socia)] worker, a pyscholo-
gist, a nurse, and a doctor.

Mrs. Freid said that clients
participate in the everyday
operation of the. house. ‘‘They
are responsible for keeﬂing their
room clean, doing their own
laundry, cooking, sewing, and
helping to set and clear the table
for dinner,” she said.

“People don't realize that the

mentally retarded have expecta- .

tions for themselves like anyone
else, and they feel frustrated
that they cannot achieve those
expectations without an uphill
fight,”” Mrs. Fried said.

“Three of these clients came
from the home of their parents
on Staten Island and three came
from Willowbrook,”” she said.
“It is amazing the progress they
can make once they get into this
kind of environment,”” Mrs.
Freid said.

The televislon room, like that in homes throughout the Iiland ls
one of the most popular in the house.

She recalled one client coming
from Willowbrook whose records
indicated that he was altogether
“‘non-verbal,”’ incapable of
speech.

““He was in this home for one
day and he started speaking,”
she said. ‘I couldn't believe it,”
she said. “I had seen him for
several years at Willowbrook
and he had never spoken a
word.”’

But the problems are not over
for group homes for the mental-
ly retarded. Unlike group homes
for troubled teen-agers or other
kinds of homes, it is only the one
for the mentally retarded that is
required by law to come before a
community board before it can
be approved.

“It's very odd,"” said Beraud,
““that these other kinds of group
homes are not required by the
law to come before us,”" he said.
‘“‘Especially when you figure
that a group home for troubled
teen-agers might be a lot more
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controversial than one for the
mentally retarded.”’

Problems for the group homes
for the mentally retarded have
totally vanished, he said. There
is a proposed group home for the
retarded at 72 Ionia Ave., Anna+
dale, and area residents have al-
ready indicated stiff opp051t10n
to the proposal.

Beraud said there w111 be a
public hearing on the proposal
Feb. 18 at 8 p.m. in the board of-
fice at the Factory Center in
Princes Bay.

“The residents are very upset
at the possibility of a group
home, and some said they are
considering legal action,”” he
said.

The battle over group homes
for the mentally retarded contin<
ues, but there are some board
members who have recently
switched sides and joined the
supporters of the mentally re‘
tarded.

(This is'the second of two.
parts:) :



