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% By THOMAS CHECCHI

i When ‘Donald Snow left the

Staten Island Developmental

Center in Willowbrook, he was 11
years old. His behavior, howev-
er, was like that of a ‘““newborn
infant,”’ his father said.

“He couldn’t play ball or even

walk up the stairs,” said his fa-
ther. And now, after five years
in a special school, the 19-year-

old “is still behind academically

and socially because of the insti-
tutionalization (at Willow-
brook),”’ the father added.

Now there is new hope for
Donald; new hope in the form of
$2.5 million the courts awarded
him because he spent seven
years in the Willowbrook institu-
tion. He should never have been
there at all, the court said.

At 2 years old, Snow was taken
by his parents for tests at the
Staten Island Developmental
Center on the suggestion of a
doctor. The parents agreed to
have the boy stay there after the
test revealed an IQ of 24, That |

the money will be used for addi- |
tional training in audiology and
speech.” :

Doctors have told the parents‘
that, with the proper training,
Donald may be able to make up
for some or all of the seven lost |
years. - N

After he left the Island facility
and was re-evaluated, Snow was
sent to the Cleary Deaf Child
Center in Smithtown, L.I., where
he stayed until 1978 At the grial,
Sister Doris Batt, who
‘signed to the center, de 5
Snow as a “‘bright, alert chi
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Commenting on Snow’s re-
evaluation at the Suffolk facili-
ty,his lawyer, John B. Clark of
Islip, L.I., said, *If there was ,
any hero in this saga, it was
them (Suffolk officials),”” The
tests took his hearing impair-
ment into account,” the lawyer
said. .- AR NAHE T
*The $2.5 million award ‘‘will
open a great many doors for
him,”’ Clark added, ‘‘He will now
be able to receive tutoring and
individual aid.”’ Z :
Timothy Gilles, a spokesman
for the state attorney general’s
office, said yesterday that the
state has made ‘no decision on an
appeal of the case, noting that
lawyers are still reviewing the
- . i bt % )
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uty eommissioner of the New
York City operations of the state

land Development who were im-
properly institutionalized. ‘
. While Snow still has a long |
way to go, he can now use some |
sign language and may be able |
to lip read slightly.

How does the young man feel |
about being home and going to |
school? ““There is no ‘compari-
son,” his father said. ‘“While it
ook some tim him to feel

ferred to

S - '* e ';-i;. | R
“fest alone &pux-i’ug. 17, 1972,
2R wasnt'lt‘ﬂ unti

e

e

there showed Snow an IQ of 102,
a completely normal intelligence
level. ARt :

. +.The state Court of Appeals
compensated Snow for being
wrongly diagnosed as mentally
retarded by awarding him the
money earlier this week.

‘The initial test was conducted
under the assumption that Snow

.had a normal hearing ability,

even though a physical examina-

“ tion had determined that his

hearing was ‘‘questionable.” He
was tested at least two more
times at the center. :

‘- Even though tests showed
a hearing impairment, Snow was
not given a hedring aid or re-
evaluated for intelligence.

til he wag trans- |
uffolk State Deve- .
lopmental Center that the mis-
e was brought to light. Tests
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..Judge Edward J. Amann Jr. of |
Randall Manor ruled that, while |
~ the state was not negligent in not

providing a hearing aid, the
"state’s tailure to re-evaluate
constituted “‘acts g-f»-_metyca]
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