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State nears end
of 2 probes of

allegatlons ‘that United Cérebral
Palsy Associations of New York

State had misused Medicaid .

funds and abused the rights of
mentally retarded patients.
Questions about the charitable

s

‘'woman durmg dental “surgery
i ‘her parents did not know about.
i “The woman was a patient at a

! UCP institute in Willowbrook.

I
‘for the commission, says its

organization were first raised in

a six-part series of articles pub-
lished in the Advance.

The probes are now expected
to end in November, according
to officials in the state agencies
involved — the Office of Mental
Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities and the Commission
on Quality of Care for the Men-
tally Disabled.

In mid-September, the Office
of Mental Retardation allocated
$12.850 for an audit specifically
on questions raised in the news-
paper series, according to Kevin
Travis, the department’s asso-
ciate commlssmner
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Gary Masline, a spokesman

.staff has gathered preliminary
‘data, but is still awaiting the au-

topsy report.

- Assemblywoman Elizabeth A.

Connelly, who chairs the Assem-

'bly Mental Health Committee,

says that if she is not satisfied

“with the state probes she will

hold legislative hearings on UCP
operations.

"~ Under contract to the state,
. United Cerebral Palsy spends a

i $31-million annual budget to run

o{ %Eahty ;

i
contract to perform a fe rdlly—
required review of the agency’s
Medicaid reimbursement rate.

It is looking into questionable
financial practices, such as a
$200,000 Medicaid-funded con-

- group homes and institutions for

nearly 1,000 mentally retarded
people.
- The agency’s largest institu-
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