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By STEVIE
LACY-PENDLETON

Nine interns at the U.S. Public
Health Service Hospital in Clif-
ton filed suit yesterday, claiming
the federal government has ren-
eged on its promise to find them
alternative training programs.

The suit, bought vesterday in
Manhattan Federal Court by the

interns specializing in opthalmo-.

logy, orthopedics and radiology,
claims there are no other open-
ings for their training in private
or other government facilities.

According to the suit, Health
and Human Services Secretary
Richard Schweiker issued a no-
tice, effective yesterday, provid-
ing for the termination of cer-
tain aspects of the federal health
service and clinic systems.

St. Vincent’'s Medical Center
has submitted a proposal to take
over the facility and the plan is
pending before Schweiker. The
plan calls for operating approxi-
mately 200 beds but St. Vincent's
has not included an internship

residency program in the pro-
posal

The suit charged that last

March 27 the nine doctors were

erns sue

informed that they could be
placed in other federal training
programs or be aided in finding
positions with private hospitals.

Despite the promise, the com--

plaint says, ‘‘all attempts to find
suitable substitute residency
training programs have been fu-
tile.”

The suit charged that federal
officials “‘have totally failed to
abide by their acknowledged re-
sponsibility to assist plantiffs in
completing then' residence tram-
ing program.’

The suit ask the court to direct
Schweiker and other officials to
place the plantiffs in private res- *
idence programs or other.feder
al training programs in New
York City and to be paid by the

public health service.

* The federal government had
proposed continuing to operate
the Clifton hospital through April
while deciding the fate of the
possible private takeover.

According to a spokesman for
the plantiffs, their job status
would have been in jeopardy re-
gardless of any successful fund-
ing.

feds

Congressman Guy ¥. Molinari.
one of the main supporters of the
St. Vincent’s takeover pmro:ai
admitted yesterday, “'if may
very well be that the iatern pro-
gram would be stopped regard-
less of a possible eventual take-
over by St. Vincent’s."”

The suit was brought on beiaif
of the nine doctors by the Man-
hattan law firm of Simuvson
Thacher and Bartleft and was
submitted by former U.5. atter-
ney Whitney North Seymour. .Jr.

Justice Constance Moticy iz
expected to set,a date to bear
. the injunction suit today m Man-
" hattan Federal Court, ;
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