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“Theresa A. Rafferty was ap-
pointed Friday to head the Con-
sumer Advisory Board, a court-
ordered group monitoring the
care of more than 4,000 mentally
retarded patients who have lived
in the Staten Island Developmen-

tal Center.

Miss Rafferty, a former ad-
ministrator of United Cerebral
Palsy Associations of New York
State, will replace Rita Martin,
the current advisory board
(CAB) coordinator, effective
Sept. 8.

“The board had some very
good experiences with Terri, and
we felt very glad to recruit her,”
said Mrs. Martin. She is leaving
to take a job with the New York
County Services Group of the

. state Office of Mental Retarda-

tion and Developmental Disabili-

ties.
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“I’'ve never in my life
worked just for a salary,”

said Theresa A. Rafferty,

newly appointed head of

the Consumer Advisory |

Board. “I worked i in g con-
vent for many years, and
my ambition -is to repre-
sent the mentally retarded
and to do good.” " ."

tarded people in institutions and
group homes throughout the
state.

In addition, the board has been
authorized in court to serve as
the surrogate parent of about 750

, retarded patxents whose natur S
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the Karl D. Warner. Ce ter “an °
institution for the r tarded
operated by United Cerebral
Palsy in Willowbrook.

Mrs. Martin said that the CAB |
did not believe it had created a
conflict of interest by hmng
Miss Rafferty, who resigned her *
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Palsy lgzt February. -
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‘also said she trusted she could
perform her job impartially.

“I feel the agency I left will
. respect my respons:blhtles " she
- 'said. “I’'m going to stick with the
issues and net w1th personah-
ties.” . i

‘Miss' Rafferty, who 1s 40 years
old, will head a staff of five pro-
fessionals with clinical back-
grounds, .seven board members
including parents of the mentally
retarded, and clerical empon-
ees.

The CAB coordinator reports
to’ the federal court and wields
considerable authority, but the
position, which is funded by the
state, carries a salary of $26,600.
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Hear}_of Mary. As a nun, she’

..beacher in parochial schools. ;1

In 1973, she went to work as a

¢ planner. :for the Masgsachusetts . -
_Department - of Mental Health

and Mental Retardation. She

eral Court in 1975, as part of the

. Willowbrook Consent Decree.
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“The consént. decree

< slt of years “of “litigation by
: - parents of the mentally retarded
_ against the state. It set guide-
lines to reform the squalid and
overcrowded Wlllowbrook State_
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