cohos, down: yellow violet, high-
bush cranberry, and spikenard
were also identified. All are rare
on Staten Island.

Most of the vegetation grows
in an area adjacent to a stream
identified by a 1917 atlas as Cor-
sons Brook. Willow Brook and at
least one other seasonal stream
also cut through the area.”™

The rare flora indicate an
equally unusual soil. According
to Steve Parisio, the staff natu-
ralist at the Institute of Arts and
Sciences, the soil probably has a
high pH. Most of Staten Island’s
soil-has a low, acidic pH. The
acidity accounts for the Island’s

abundant oaks. and for the chest- -

nuts which flourished before
being decimated by the blight.
The .pH  of the developmental
center’s. soil is, indicative of a
northern .hardwood forest —
hence the sugar maples and
American basswoods.

Parisio theorized that the
woods have been undistrubed for
more than a century, a theory
supported by the journals of Wil-
liam T. Davis, the naturalist. On
Sept. 23, 1893, he wrote, ‘‘There
is one portion of the large patch
of woods lying between New
Springville and Willowbrook,
that is particularly original-
forest-like in the growth of the
large trees and in the character
of the lesser plants. It is low,
moist and dark, and several
dead trees spread their arms
aloft and there are fallen trunks.
Fire has.not been here for some
years at least. B 3

“I found Solidago latifolia, and
many sugar maples and lindens
(basswoods) growing in this
woods.”’

The woods, which have resist-
ed encroachment so successfully
that Davis’- 1893 journal entry
sounds as if he’d been there last

x

week, will be threatened when
the developmental center popu-
lation approaches its goal of 250
residents. The temptation will be
to view the woods as a superflu-
ous buffer. No legal barriers
exist to deter their sale: the land
was residential zoning and no
freshwater wetlands designa-
tion.

Both Willow Brook and Cor-
sons Brook are the area’s major
drainage basins. The land adja-
cent to Corsons Brook in particu-
lar is mostly moist, sometimes
swampy — two indications of
poor drainage. During a heavy
rain, water progresses slowly
from cloud to brook — it must
penetrate the leaf  canopy,”;the
thick understory, and the soil be-

fore reaching the brook. This
progression is & ndtural flood

control. Alterations of the brook
by development could subject
neighbering communities to
flooding during major rain falls.

A practical reason exists,
therefore, to preserve the
woods: Development risks flood-
ing. An aesthetic reason also
exists: Rare flora will be pre-
served. And.the undisturbed
woods also present an ideal
chance to preserve nature in a
pure state — nature for and of it-
self, rather than nature primari-
ly for the benefit of mankind.

As the naturalist John Muir

ing animals and plants. might
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possibly be, first of all, the hap-
piness of each of them, not the
creation of all for the happiness
of one...."

For those who don't subordin-
ate nature, who accept it as an
equal, the few acres of develop-
mental center grounds, along
with Blood Root Valley, can be a
small, temporary passageway
into wildness — a wild;35 wnav "
offers respite.

““If the vexationswor]d of peo-
ple were the whle world, I
would not enjoy it t a]] ,”’ wrote
E.B. White. “Butit i s only a
small, though nois p art of the
whole; and I fin¢ .he natural
world -as,engaging’' und as inno-
cent as it ever was.” -

On Staten Island, the natural
world is still engaging. Its inno-
cence, however, is in danger of
being lost, both by overuse and
over-management. When an un-
disturbed area is ‘‘Discovered”
and catalogued, common sense
calls for its preservation, partic-
ularly when the undiscovered
natural delights on a developed
Island are few. Lost land can’t
be recovered. If we err on the
side of development, there is no
correction.

(Tom Andersen is on the staff
of Assemblywoman Elizabeth

, v , Muir  Connelly, whose office is located
wrote, ‘Nature’s object in mak: ' at the Staten Island Develop- .

. mental Center.)



