B o ki S ERTATS
L SEa EE

By. TERENCE J. KIVLAN

27" advance Washington Bureay

WASHINGTON — Officials of
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
warned yesterday that they may
drop their plan to assume ‘con-
trol of the doomed U.S. Public
Health Service Hospital in Clif-
ton unless the federal govern--
ment comes up with more finan-
cial help.

“You would be crazy to take
over a business if you know it’s
going to be bankrupt to begin
with,”” explained St. Vincent's
executive director, John DePier-
10,

DePierro, who was liere yes-
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Tunign Services (HHS),™
-owners of the ‘West Brighton -
medical center, the Sisters of
Charity, are ‘‘leery’”’ of assum-
ing responsibility for the Public
Health Service (PHS) hospital
because the federal government
has not agreed to underwrite the
facility’s operating deficits.

In addition, the order is seek-
ing a $3-million federal grub-
stake to lay the financial ground-
work for the takeover, according
to DePierro, without a running
start, it (the takeover) is going
to bé.extrefnely difficult,” he ex-
plained.:” :

"Byt DePierro emphasized that
St.” Vincent's was still commit-
ted to the conversion effort and
that “‘if a workable compromise
can be worked out, we’ll give it a
Sh “ ':i‘ e
3 iq;ﬁqglth Service medical
tor Dr.-John Marshall, who
steéd the takeover proposal
from DePierro in the office of
Congressman” Guy “V. Molinari,
indicated he believed the take-
over could be achieved and
pledged that HHS officials would
do as'much as they could to sup-
port the St. Vincént's+plan.” "
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'3*We've been up'{o the moun<
tains with this and down tlié pits
with this,” he said.

Also present was Dr. Florence
Kavler, director of the Clifton
hospital.

Molinari’s top aide, Schuyler
Baab, said he sensed a ‘“‘mood of
optimism about the proposal al-
though there are problems ev-
erywhere.”” The congressman
was on a fact-finding trip to
Israel.

In the formal proposal, St.

Vincent’s estimated the cost of
the conversion at $39 million,.jn-
cluding $24 million to up a&;
the, PHS facility

operating ficts 'i)vr the
three .ygars.of $4. iHiopn $4.9
million"and g.’I ‘m ﬂio‘g "‘x!'%‘s!pec-
tively.

The bulk of the deficits would
be generated by the PHS hospi- -
tal’s emergency room and outpa-
tient clinics, which treat 105,000
patients a year, most of them
poor. HHS has used the facilit
to provide care to the ‘‘medical-
ly underserved’*on Staten‘Istand.
for the 14st’10 yeéarsy AR PEDiTd
-'ElséWhere in the ity the podr’
get medical treatimight 3t dit
funded from the "Co. \unity -
Health Center allocations. Dr.
Marshall said HHS was moving
to qualify the Clifton PHS hospi-
tal for aid under the federal pro-
gram.

But hf cautioned that: the aid
prospects. appeared. murky he-,
cause Canmizmm-;gehﬁ
years community- health:appro-
priations. by ; 2 ‘percent -and;
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John J. DePierro
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lJumped them into the block
grant funds that are slated to be
turned over to the states.

As for the $3-million start-up
fund, Marshall said HHS will re-
quest the extra money from the
Office of Management and Bud-
get. “If there is anyway it can
be done, we will do it, but can’t
break the budget,” he said.

The following were some of
the other highlights of the tele-
phone book-sized P:qposgl;, SR

St. Vincent’s officials are also
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wouild énd when the éwnership of
the PHS hospital is transferred
to St. Vincent’s b—Asogrlneithang
that could happen by Aprii 1.

-In a cover {)etter,_,.tq HHS Secre-
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