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| .Bt_ifo{e\goming to the greenhouse, -ohé patient’s “programmi- ol ot A
ng” consisted of sorting plastic hoops 'ij Buildiﬁé 61. He often =
left his work to punch and curse at other patients, staff recall,
low he has learned to stroll quietly from the begonias to the

coleus, concentrating on emptying his watering can.
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By ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS havior. Personalities sesm to coleus, concentrating cn empty-
One of the first things a visitor change when they're transplant- ing his watering can.

notices about the ward .. ed from the red brick pre-World “It doesn’t mean we have
lowbrook is the echoseg_f %le War II institution to the intimate cured them,”” Mrs. Sanftner
echoes blast off the hard tersaz- light of the greenhouse. said. “'But the crowding here is

The six-person staff works to not as noticeable as in the other
calm patiex}tts wgo g0 on scream- plxl‘ograms. The clients seem to
reenho AL o ing jags, sit and rock for hours thoroughly enjoy the atmos-
Ig-efuge flé,srez(l)s rgéfrff;ﬁ;t‘r;aﬁg;g or throw any breakable object in phere."g . i
patients. sight. In a ‘““‘remarkable”’ Under the Willowbrook Con-

Tucked into ’ number of cases, patients have sent Decree, a 1975 federal court
of the Wb a northern corner improved, according to Phyllis order, the state is required to

Py re campus, where - Sanftner, ‘a greenhouse supervi- give its mentally retarded pa-
;ltn mel weeds and shrubs make sor. - tients six hours each weekday of
hou‘;:a!’f invisible, -the green:--Before ~toming “to the" green:—constructive activity —therapy,
g rx_; 'f trural hideout on the house, one patient’s ‘‘pro- recreation or work, sometimes
1 g}n& gD 8531 ract of the Staten Is-, gramming*, cqnsisted of sorting. 4\5‘?” nominal pay. %
e n\;e kopmental Center in ..plastic hoops in Building 612 He - 57In past  years, greenhouse

Its twino ; often left his work to punch and alumni have left the institution
P st %a?s-cotxl/ereld alleys curse at other patients, staff re- to live in the community and
e ube for theories about call. Now he has learned to stroll hold down jobs as landscape la-

way environment affects be- quietly from the begonias to the borers, Mrs. Sanftner said.

. : But the patients today are
harder to train. In six years the
institution’s population has
dropped from about 4,000 to
about 900, as the state opens
court-ordered group homes.
Many capable patients have
gone, leaving behind the severe-
ly and profoundly retarded.

Some staff fear that as the
state phases down Willowbrook
it will close the greenhouse, in
favor of more conventional ther-
apy like sorting screws.

Victor Bellini, a teacher, pro-
tests that the greenhouse fosters
independence.

“These clients have been
taken care of all their lives. So
this type of program really af-
fords them the opportunity to
take care of something else,
which is alive.”" Bellini said.

“I guess self-esteem is what
§ the program accomplishes,” he
. added;~‘'Bomething else needs
them aeis - w2 ot “
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zo floors and get lost in the huge
halls and dormitories. But the
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Residents of the Staten Island Developmental Center carefully give flowers in the greenhouse just the

right amount of water.

“Call me Miss Aponte,”” says a
chunky woman with tightly
braided hair who is hosing down
troughs in the greenhouse. Ella
Curry, director of the Staten Is-
land Developmental Center, has
warned against publishing the
full names of patients, and Miss
Aponte prefers the bossy sound
of her last name.

But Miss Aponte, 26 and mo-
derately retarded, has failed
community placement three
times. A Willowbrook resident
since age 9, she simply refuses
to leave, saying, ‘I still have a
lot to learn.” '

In the greenhouse, Miss
Aponte . has learned mgre than
any other patient, and she is de-
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lighted to be mistaken for a staff
member. _

While Miss Aponte has me-
morized plant names and water-
ing schedules, other patients
practice tasks for weeks or
months. They learn to trickle
water instead of dumping it, to
put shards in the pots for drain-
age and to carry pots without
dropping them.

Seven of the patients are not
only mentally retarded but deaf
or blind as well.

The greenhouse earns about
$50 a week selling house plants
to employees of the Staten Is-
land Developmental Center, ac-
cording to Patricia Campanello,
a staff member. The money,
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lilies at Easter, is plowed back
into the cost of seeds, fertilizer
and other equipment, she said.

Despite %the state’s court-or-
dered committment to integrate
the retarded into the communi-
ty, the greenhouse doesn't sell to
outsiders. Some staff members
said they would like to set up a
roadside stand for traffic pass-
ing the institution on Victory
Blvd.

“It's a marvelous idea,”” Dr.
Curry said. ‘‘It might have a mo-
tivating effect as far as the
clients are concerned.”

But the director said she was
not optimistic about puiting the
idea into practice. The state bu-
reaucracy, she said, “‘has a lot
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