£ | R,
W ,"f _‘,‘_l.‘h;.;_‘ I N el

2% STATEN ISLAN

|
AND ADVANCE,

Hospitals say';"
they're united
to save PHS

By CHRIS OLERT

Staten Island’s three volun-
tary hospitals yesterday issued a
statement reaffirming that they
are working together to save the
U.S. Public Health Service Hos-
pital. Clifton, and at the same
time. vowed to continue talking
about a joint effort to keep the
East Shore hospital open.

““All Staten Islanders should be
aware that the three voluntary
hospitals have been working coo-
peratively in the efforts to pre-

_serve the resources of the Public

‘Health Hospital and that St. Vin'
.gent’s role at this juncture js toi

sdevelop, ‘with-dnput fr

‘other health’cafe providérs p§7

£he Island, a proposal to convert'
the Public Health Service Hospi-
tal to community sponsorship,’
John J. DePierro, executive vice
president of St. Vincent’s Medi-
cal Center, said in a statement
released late yesterday after-
noon.
. DePierro met yesterday morn-
Ing with Barry Zeman, executive
director of Staten Island Hospi-
tal, and Anthony Succo, execu-
tive vice president of Richmond
Memorial Hospital, and
members of all three voluntary
hospitals’ boards of directors.
.. The meeting (yesterday) was
onie of @ series-of ongoing:ses-
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entity to ultimately run the Pub-

lic Health Service Hospital if the
medical center’s (St. Vincent’s)
proposal is accepted and fund-
ed,”’ DePierro said in his state-
ment. j

All three hospitals’ executives
have said and maintain that they
face serious financial conse-
quences if at least some of the
services provided by the federal
hospital, specifically some inpa-
tient beds and many outpatient
services, are not continued.

The so-called ‘‘consortium’’
isn't possible for St. Vincent’s
because it is a Catholic institu-
tion and it conforms to Catholic
doctrine prohibiting abortion
services and the majority of
birth control services offered 'by.
other Island hospitals. - 3o

The specific plans for a ‘‘cor-

porate entity,'* including financ-
‘ing. -and governing the federal

hospital, are being developed by

all three Island v?lgg}ary i&ospl '

s -

The Sisters of Charity of New
York, which -also operates St.
Vincent’s Hospital and Medical
Center of New York in Manhat-
tan and St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Yonkers, have pledged their sup-
port to help oversee the opera-
tion of the Clifton hospital.

St. Vincent's formally told the
Department of Health and
Human Services it would submit
a proposal by Aug. 15 to convert
the Clifton hospital to a commu-
nity-operated facility.

Hospital administrators yes-
terday recoiled after Dr. John

Marshall,* director of HHS?.

Bureau of Medical Services, de-

- . Rice, <

Liriday, dJuly 10, 1881 .

clared that cooperation among
Island hospitals, including Doc-
tors' Hospital, was dead.
Yesterday's statement empha-
sized that cooperation continues

© vigorously, and St. Vincent's ad-

ministrators insisted that that
cooperation and meetings about
how best to develop a communi-
ty-based takeover will continue.
“In his June 30 letter to HHS
Secretary Richard Schweiker,
DePierro wrote ‘‘Our intention
and that of the other two facili-
ties (Staten Island and Rich-
mond Memorial hospitals)...is to
work cooperatively.”

DePierro’s letter also empha-
sized that administrators from
all three hospitals are meeting
to negotiate what roles each
would have in the new corporate
entity, which would be separate
from all three hospitals.

P
15



