State"agencies “probin
United Cerebral Palsy

e Care for the Disabled and the state S funded by the taxpayersupported
y ROBERT LANE Office of Mental Retardation and De- Medicaid program. The agency houses

Two state agencies are probing re- YeloPmental Disabilities launched the 20d treats 887 patients in New York

ports that United Cerebral Palsy of investigation following a series of pub-  City.
New York has engaged in questio::;ble lished reports alleging numerous Part of the probe reportedly is
practices and may be misusing M, edl abuses within the agency. centering on the death of a 23-year-old

Z caid funds intended g)r, men ally r retarded patient during dental surgery;
patients,. (i o e U
lut& Comm ‘o Qu 3

her narents allegedly had no know-
dige tha ﬂne surgery was being per-
hed, A eoun‘older is mandated in -

;walso requlres that deaths of
mqtat,_ tients be reported to the

sfon “on Quallty Care; such a
report allegedly was not filed in the
case of the retarded patient, according
to commission Director Clarence
Sundram.

INVESTIGATOBS are also looking
into allegations that all UCP patients
are required to purchase their clothing
from a shop run by the nonprofit
agency at prices as much as 100%
above retail.

Medicaid provides a $275 annual
clothing allowance for residents, but
the agency has reportedly taken ;funds
out of patients’ personal bank accounts

“to pay for clothing ordered for them.

UCP officials could not be reached
for comment.

An independent audit of United
Cerebral Palsy was ordered earlier this
year by the Office of Mental Retarda-
tion and Developmental Disabilities,

+ and agency officials said they have

asked auditors to pay special a

: jo e new allegations. “‘L“me ﬁ
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