race in the § eclal Olympics held yesterday at

g "n 'Q.“S I. Advance photos by Largy Letteray
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pist who also’ sported the team ™
colors.

““They've come such a long way, "
she continued. “In the beginning,
some couldn’t even run. Now, I get
so excited to see their faces when
they’ve won. But just to see them
run is great, too.”

. Salipardi extended thanks to the:
fmany volunteers who showed up to

,'L Eiﬁg évents; mcludmg sorge
«EFQ‘;;} Tottenvllle New Dor -dﬂd
Moore, Catholic High ScRodl§, the
‘Knights of Columbus aaand the Blue
Knights.

In addition, Burger King supplied
food for the contestants, the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary some assis-
tance and the Richmond County
Drum and Pipe Corps a touch of
music.

Even the Army got into the act,
donating a tent structure that
ﬁou’sed'magieians and other sur-
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'\s Salmard; stood neat the broag
jump, he smiled and reflécted on
the games.

“It's the greatest feeling in the
world seeing these kids participate
and to be involved from the training °
r1ght through the games,” he salci

“But it’s also grea 40 seex,_
teers getting the ifiea how thi n;%
it it Woik With k}di 1ik@ this

all very positive.”
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binson, right,,waits to get hln. 4
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