ILVE CROSSy; . -
't know Betly ('E
chances are you would have met her
yesterday by the time you left the
Staten Island Special Olympics at
the Staten Island Developmental
Center in Willowbrook.

Silently exuding a sense of pride,
Betty Was reaching her hand to any-
one within reaching distance, trying
to get attention. Once she had it, she
raised her other hand to her neck,

where she proudly showed off a sil-«

ver medal won in competition,
After hearing the expected con-
gratulatians, she gleefully moved.on,

to the next person — familiar face ®

| or not — to show off wha

: &t took her a
| year of traifling tgwin. " Ci.:

But Betty’.Cash. wa far fromi-
alone, )

All 600 of the retarded partici-
pants in yesterday’s annual Staten
Island Special Olympics were win-
ners.
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Tett, relaxes with volunteer Michell&:D
in-one'of the Special Olympics events,

paration classes at one of 12 centers
in the borough that help motivate
them for the Olympics d, even
more importantly, give them some-
thing to look forward to every week.

Another participant, 17-year-old
David Sullivan of Grymes Hill,
needed little motivation — he was
So eager that his first try at the

~ broad jump left him almost flat on

« his stomach when he fell forward
from the momentum of hi jump.

second try-t

" instant "Ebf meda;

nnegg wi

David, as he slipped a pair of j
over his gym shorts. “It’s like going
to a river and jumping in.”

Richard Salinardi, coordinator of
the Staten Island Special Olympics,
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“We like to get the kids
throughout the year and after
school, doing programs the Board of
Education doesn't do,” explained
Salinardi,

For the first time in the games,
Salinardi said that competition for
tl:ie profoundly retarded was includ-
e

“We devised games for their
skills,” he said, including some uti-
lizing ‘eye movement, blowing up
balloons and even wheelchair races.

ded

ames for the amhyla-
g “:"f - 3

tarded person and devise games for
them,” he said, leaving no one out
of the fun. :

In some cases, the fun was
stretched even further.

Visitors who stopped by the run-
ning competition couldn’t help- but
notice a group clad in brown jogging
jackets with white stripes, the team
uniform for A Very Special Place in
New Dorp, one of the year-round
training centers.

“We're doing pretty good here,”
Sal Rizzo, the center’s coach, said
proudly as he clutched a team tally
sheet. “‘We have a couple of first
places, ‘and took first, second and
third in the 50-meter dash.” ’

The center currently has 21 people

senrollegd-n -its- training~pregray
-which are*offeredr!wi%w
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race in the § eclal Olympics held yesterday at

g "n 'Q.“S I. Advance photos by Largy Letteray
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pist who also’ sported the team ™
colors.

““They've come such a long way, "
she continued. “In the beginning,
some couldn’t even run. Now, I get
so excited to see their faces when
they’ve won. But just to see them
run is great, too.”

. Salipardi extended thanks to the:
fmany volunteers who showed up to

,'L Eiﬁg évents; mcludmg sorge
«EFQ‘;;} Tottenvllle New Dor -dﬂd
Moore, Catholic High ScRodl§, the
‘Knights of Columbus aaand the Blue
Knights.

In addition, Burger King supplied
food for the contestants, the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary some assis-
tance and the Richmond County
Drum and Pipe Corps a touch of
music.

Even the Army got into the act,
donating a tent structure that
ﬁou’sed'magieians and other sur-

g\igb "of;test”rgs and v1s;6q1;33

'\s Salmard; stood neat the broag
jump, he smiled and reflécted on
the games.

“It's the greatest feeling in the
world seeing these kids participate
and to be involved from the training °
r1ght through the games,” he salci

“But it’s also grea 40 seex,_
teers getting the ifiea how thi n;%
it it Woik With k}di 1ik@ this

all very positive.”

Jeff Railjjpft; ‘
binson, right,,waits to get hln. 4
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