James Walsh, projects director at
Willowbrook, said the newly de-

, signed section in Building 5 will help
- clients make the transition from an
. institutional dormitory to their own :

small apartment at the center of a
group home in the community.

““This type of living quarters will

help the clients make the transition

when they move into their own,

apartment here at the center or go
out in the community,” he said.

Walsh said there are approxi-

mately 30 apartments at Willow-

_for residents;

brook available as living' quarters -

. A 1975 federsl court decree made

" the  Willowbrook institution the
' model for, the state’s policy of trans-

ferring the mentally retarded' from
institutions into smaller commiini-
ty-based facilities. ikl ;
James Introne, New York' State
Commissioner” of Mentdl’ Retarda-
tion and Developmental Disabili-
ties, did not attend the cerernony.
He was represented by Alice Lin.

Admiring a simulated fireplace in'the newly ;efu‘rbl';ll;ed'_r_ét:reqtiolfa":"en'
of Building 5 at the Staten Island Developmental Center are Edward Hart,

coordinator of the Willowbrook Consen

t Decrge Office; Alice Lin, repre-

senting James Introne, state commissioner of mental retardation and de-
velopmental disabilities, and Dr. Ella Curry, acting director of the center.



