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Manhattan center to
continue care for 125

By BRUCE ALPERT

The Willowbrook Review panel has

agreed to allow a Manhattan retarda:
tion center to continue caring for 128
former Staten Island Developmental
Center residents,

The panel, a court-appointed monitor

of services provided former and current
residents at the Willowbrook institution,
had urged the Brooklyn Federal Court
to order the one-year-old center closed
by Sept. 30, Panel members said the
program, operated by New York Medl-
cal College at Flower & Fifth Ave, Hos-
pital, provided substandard care, even
though it has operated with a record-an-
nual Medicald rate of $89,433 a patient,

But in a court session yesterday be-
fore Judge John R, Bartels, panel repre-
sentatives reported that hospital offi-
clals had made some.progress in
meeting minimum-care standards re-
quired by a 1978 court decree. Much of
the improvement occurred, they sald,
after release of the panel's unfavorable
audit, which was released two months
ago.

Panel members, however, asked Bar+
tels to ban future admissions to the East
Harlem center until it could reach an
agreement with center officials for fur-
ther improvements.

Bartels denied the request after state
Mental Retardation Commissioner
Thomas R. Coughlin said the hospital

was losing $4,000 a month because it
was 26 patlents below the enrollment

hospital officials say |s needed to break
even financially.

Coughlin sald the hospital will now’

admit 26 new patients, many of whom
are residents in acute-care hospitals In
the city that are not equipped to deal
with the mentally retarded.

Much of the improvements at the hos-
pital have been credited to Alfonse Sor-

haindo, a former official at Manhattan |

Developmental Center, named program
director on March 19,

For nearly six months, the center had
operated without a program director
Dr. Margaret Glannini, the program's
initial director, resigned suddenly last
October, State officlals sald it was her
reputation in the ;nental retardatlon

scribed as an "unbellevable lapse” by
panel members, especlally since, they
sald, it was suffering from serious staff-
Ing and organizatioal problems.

Coughlin, who sald the state was also
disturbed by Dr. Glannani’s resignation,
contends that Sorhaindo's hiring has re-
solved most of the adminiatrative prob-
lems.

““There is no longer any critical prob-
lem or threats to the life and safety of
the residents,’’ Coughlin sald.
“Everyone seems to agree that Flower
& Fifth Ave. Hmpltal Is conductlng its .

businesa properly.”

Shortly after the program opened last
May, six patients died. Although state
officials denled any negligence by the
hospital, Manhattan Borough President
Andrew Stein charged it was evidence
of inadequate care,

Sorhaindo said the hospital, a subsi-
dlary of the Archdiocese of New York,
{s now commited to making “‘the pro-
gram the best program’’ In the country,
It now serves 128 severely retarded and
multiple handicapped residents, who the
state concedes were neglected for years
in the Gouverneur unit of Manhattan
Developmental Center before their
tranafer last May.
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