i

e

- !
,‘q“ By DIANE C. LORE |
RNt S i .
?‘h'l‘heh are three of them open in the
. Community Board | area on the North
< Shore, and a list of sites under consi-
deration in the Communitv Joard 3 area
on the South Shore.

Now it's Community Beard 2's tura to
take on the touchy issuc of approving
sites in the mid-Islacd area for group
homes for the mentally retarded.

To that end, the board has been trying
to “‘educate” members and civic lead-
‘ers on the concept by inviting speakers
from agencies serving the mentally re-
tarded.

What is mental retardation? What is a
group home? What kind of residents will
live there? What is the history of group
homes for the retarded on Staten Is-
land? These were some of the basic
questions addressed at the hoard's
monthly meeting last Tuesday, and
again last night during a meeting with
civic leaders.

<.+ ‘‘Basically, our problem is that no one
<knows what we’re all about,”" said Sonia

ﬁi‘anif_f,'jéhéi_r’rﬁan of the Staten Tsland
Regional Retardation and Disabilities
Council. '

iff noted, is the distinct difference e
tween mental retardation and mental
illness.

“A definition of a mentally refarded
person is simply that the person does
not have the ability to function at a nor-
mal level of intelligence,”" said John Til-
lou of the Staten Island Developmental
Center.

Mental retardatior:, he said,.is chron-

“ie, and often caused by a penetic dis-

order at birth or physical damage to the
brain. There is no "'treatment” {or nies-
tal retardation, ouly special education
programs to help a person function to
the best of his limited abilities. By con-
trast, Tillou said, mental iliness can be
brought on by emotional factors, and
can be treated and often reversed
through psychiatric kelp.

At one point, more than 5,000 mentally
retarded people occupied the Staten Is-
land Developmental Center in Willow-
brook, Tillou noted. But under the Wil
lowbrook Consent Decree, and plans for
the decentralization of the develcpmen-

“.al center, the institution must be
phased down to less than 300 beds.

Retarded residents from other

;
 borgughs Yo be placed iri group homes.
Each community board must open sev-
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¢ eral neighborhood-based homeﬁ(oserve

- retarded residents that live in the board
area. : Gt
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Each community board on State'n‘ls-_”
ntually have eight group.
fati; ght” gréwp

land will
howres, cceording o stzte estimates;
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“We wen't be aringing in peoplé.from -

A2 for Sraten Island fe‘glb

Mannatian or any other borough,:; Mrs. -

Braniff said. " In fact. the residents will
be from the board area.” e
A 5 S Lol ¥
The homes will be for retarded 'resi-
dents only. “Our program is not to be
confused with so-called group homes by
the state Division of Youth or any other
community-based program,” Tillou
said. i B
In coneept, the group home aims to
teach a retarded person to function on
his own in the community. “Like any
parent, parents of a mentally retarded
child won't live forever,” Mrs. Braniff
said. **‘What will happen to a mentally
retarded person when their parents di¢
Will thev he placed in an institutinn? 0
will they be able to take caze of them-
selves?”’ :+ -

An averape of 10 rusidents will live in
eavh liome, and cach home will have a
live-in supervisor. 2ccerding to ‘statfe
proposals. Residents will work days in
sheltered workshops, and return home
at night for leisure activities, “just lik
anvone else,”” Tillou said.

Each group- home, Tillou said, will be

- monitored by a community "'_ady';sory

board b
In the Community Board 2 afea, a
committee studving the group home
proposals hopes to scatter -the‘rhgm_ezs
throughout the area of the board's juris-
_diction. *‘We're trying to avoid ‘cluster-
ing, " said board chairman. doseph
. Manifold, He
The board is attempting to avoid plac-

" ing the group homes in neighborhoods

" 4hat alreadv contain a number.of gom

oard ‘educating’ itself- on group homes

“We won't be bringing in people from Manhattan or
any other borough,” Sonia Braniff, ichairman of the
Staten Island Regionai Retardation and Disabilities
Council, said of those to be picced in !sland

munity-based or health-care facilities. -

* Neighborhoods in the Beard 2 aréh in-
clude Arrochar, Bloomiield, Bulls Head,
Chelsea, Dongan Hills, Egbertville, Em-
erson Uill. Grant City, Grasmere, Light-
house 1M, “fidland Beach, New Dorp,
New springville, Qakwood, Ocean
Breeze. Rickrond, South ﬂeach}_ Tpdt
Hill, Travis and Willowbrook. .5 ., ,
The board has not taken any action on
the selection of sites for the group
horaes. It plans a-public hearing before
the rhatter is voted upon.- - ; :

group homes. “In fact, the residents will be fr
. 'et',_bobrd area.” e
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