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By ROBERT MIRALDI

A boarding house on Staten Island’s
South Shore, the former Christmas Tree
Inn in Princes Bay, the scene of a scan-
dal eight years ago, continues to house
welfare recipients and former psychia-
tric patients in what one Island legisla-
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tor has charged are “life ﬂ\reabening
conditions. stk §
Assemblywoman Elizabeth Connelly,
a Democrat from West Brighton, has
sent telegrams to the commissioners of
the state's health, social services and
mental health agencies and the city’s
Health Department, demanding an im-
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probe

medlate mvestxgahon of the 51 Wilber
. 'St. structure.

In her telegram and in mtemews
with the Advance, Mrs. Connelly said
she has been told the three-story, wood-
frame building* did not have adequate
heat and hot water and violated city
building code regulations.




“With the onset of winter and cold
weather, life threatening circumstances
exist,” Mrs. Connelly said.

After interviewing many of the build-
ing’s 20 residents and persons familiar
with its operation, the Advance found
that:

(Food was being served illegally —
prepared by the building’s owner at his
home and in the building without neces-
sary city and state licenses.

 Residents are often paying for food
and not receiving it.

(Only one shower-toilet facility
operates at times and sometimes no toi-
lets work.

( Often no clean linens are available
and residents sleep on filthy sheets and
soiled mattresses.

( The discharged psychiatric patients
living in the building continue to need
medical and social services they do not
receive. 2

“From what I've been told,” Mrs.
Connelly said, echoing sentiments ex-
pressed by other city and state officials,
“‘there is no way people should be living
under those conditions.” She particular-
ly criticized the South Beach Psychia-
tric Center for placing former patients
in the building.

One high-ranking city Department of
Social Services official, who asked not
to be identified. said: ‘“We hate the
damn place.” He said the city was
aware of some of Mrs Connelly’s allega-
tions.

On numerous occasions during an Ad-
vance investigation, a reporter found
there was no heat in the building during
sub-freezing temperatures. Many sinks
tad uu not water and inoperable fau-
cets. in.the kitchen area, where some
residents claim te cook, stoves, counter-
tops and sinks were greasy and grimy.

Cat feces were seen in a kitchen sink;

This is the lobby of the former Christmas Tree Inn where a woman sat,
huddled up in her coat, on a recent cold morning.

food cabinets were filled with paint cans
and refrigerators were out of order.

According to Building Department re-
cords the former bar and grill has 32 ex-
isting violations, some dating back two
years. The owner, Thomas Guddemi of
455 Seguine Ave., also Princes Bay, has
never been fined for the violations
which inspectors consider minor.

The violations include broken ligats,
windows, railings, and, shutters, an in-
operable boiler resultlng from & fire; fio
fire exit signs; broken plasterboz
walls and ceilings; ‘ac‘:_c_mnula

-bage and trash in and around the build-

ing and water in the building’s cellar.

Guddemi admits the building has had
violations for a number of years but he
maintains that city inspectors never ex-
plain to him what the violations are.
“I'm cleaning the place up,” Guddemi
said in an interview. Asked if he would
live in the building, Guddemi said: “‘The
mental patients need a place to live. It’s
not bad.”

In her telegraxfl Mrs. ‘Copnelly also

(Contgz/ed on Page 9)
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