Pinto, president of the largest
group at the Island Centerg. sz«?da rftrxlé'
major benefit of increased state spend-
ing h?St ‘bee? a reduction in Willowbrook’
population from 5,241 in 197 i-
mately 2,200 residents tod'g:'l. bk

But according to Pinto, many prob-
i;x;sﬂ;at plagued the center before the

judgment still exis ay, “'j

a smallegr scale.” R

Plnto said some residents are stiil
mistreated by center employees. adding
thag the state has failed to hire enough
gll‘oltfess;onals to provide the type of spe-

ialized services : / he
e many handicapped

Fe_lton King, head of the union repre-
senting the center's 3500 employees
agreeq ihat improvements at the 382:
icge institution have not been substan-
ial.

“It's improved somewhat in that the
overcrowding is no longer in existence
and the clients are getting more pro-
grarpming than they were five years
ago,” said King, president of the Wil-
lﬂowbrook chapter of the Civil Service
Employees Association.

Although the stafi-to-resident ratio at
the 1nstitution has improved markedly
since 1975, King said employees are
overburdened with paper work required
by the agencies monitoring the center's
31 residential buildings.

King also charged that state salary
scgles are too low to attract the type of
s_kxlled employees needed to work with
the mentally retarded.

.Katherine Schaninger, executive
director of the Willowbrook Review
Panel, a court monitor budgeted for
$300,000 a year, said more than limited
progress has resulted from the money.

Although she said review p;{nel
mgmbers are not satisfied with the pace
of improvements. sie said more resi-
dents than ever are providad programs
and a chance to live in smailer, moere
home-like settings. i

Ms. Schanirger also denied charges :

that Brooklyn Federal -Court, which’

it 4 .
hears the Willowbrook case, has created
too many agencies to monitor the level
of care being provided the retarded.

“There is undoubtedly some duplica-

tion of efforts, but that does not mean
that each monitoring element is not pro-
ceeding with its own identified func-
tion,”" she said.

State officials said compiling cost es-

timates took several months because of
the difficulty in separating out expenses
not related to the court orders.

Cora Hoffman, spokeswoman for the

state Office of Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities, said budget
officials had to separate costs of pro-
grams that would have been required by
federal regulations, not related to court
orders.

In addition, she said, a portion of the

increased state spending resulted from
inflation and had to be deducted from

the overall total.

In explaining the difference between
the state cost estimate of $335 million
and the Advance figure of $100 million,
Ms. Hoffman said the state had calcu-
lated the cumulative cost of the court
orders, rather than simply taking the
difference between current state alloca-
tions and pre-court order budgets. '

Foilowing release of the Advance ar-
ticle in May, which for the first time at-
tempted to estimate the cost to taxpay-
ers of the federal court orders, State
Sen. John J. Marchi and Assemblywo-
man Elizabeth Connelly criticized the
courts for mandating such a large allo-
cation of state funds.

Coughlin, in an interview frorm his Al-
bany office, said that overall state fund-
ing for the retarded has increased from
$344 million in 1975 to $418 million this
year. :

But the actual allocation of state tax-
levy funds has been reduced from $205
million in 1975 to $198 million this year,
he said. '

The commissioner, a former director
of the Staten Island Developmental
Center. attributed the reduction in state
spending to efforts by his staff to secure
federal money for programs never be-
fore funded in New York State.

“There's no question that we have
spent a lot of money,” Coughlin said.
“Rut 1 think we have spent what was
needed. Some advecates would say it
wasn't enough, and some people on the
conservative side would say it was too
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