Sip a3 ‘+ "S3jou paJedwod dnossd
%Eﬂ SJEYSIEL Inoj 9Y) jow oY aze(q
9} jo ssm¥o “any BuneSnsaaur useq
Pey oulIel pIeIar) 9Aljddja( 3d10d
_ "Wwe g:g ynoqe
9)IS 11y 8y} 1B PBALLIE pue pue[s] oY)
0} 3A0Jp usy) SI0jEANSAAUL INOJ B
. owm
d[qen[eA 3s0[ jup[nom om ‘Aem SIyl,,
‘pautejdxa Assyeauy | ‘pue|s] uaje)g
0] Juam am @I1033q a[qissod se ased aly)
JNOgE UDNWI SB MOUY 0] pajuem ap,,
‘uotjoadsur
[eI}IUT BY) 8pPBW OyYM S[BUSIBW 3y} )IA
pay[e} pue ojedelieg A£q panssi sjiod
-9.1 POMBIAJI IN0J 3], ‘AUUIYON pue e
-M3)8 J93lll 0} UATHOOIE 0 JuUaM pue I1ed
Iray) ut paddoy I951ydS pue Aasjeauy
“JUSPISAI J[1AUYIO], B
S1 11ema)S ‘poyard a1am 901jj0 uk[yoodg
3y} Jo jno Juiytom ‘Kuuayop wer
-[TAA PUB 1IEMI)S [V S[BUSIB[A] 'INO JUIM
[EYSIBW pUB[S] U3je}S B J10] [[BD VY
‘padeds
9Qq J,UPINOD puUE 3sED JIBYJOUB Y)im
poAajoAul sem By Ing ‘sydnoloq Jayjo
JO SJUSPISAT BI8M I3}JIYIS pue A3sjeauy
SBalaUm ‘puels] Yy mauy ‘juspisal dioq
MaN e ‘3dade) ‘wea) sy wiol o) pajers
sem 3dade) I13)9d Iequew penbg |
'§1S1U0STe 3Y) 10] Juny ay)
ur pasn aq pnom sarjjerdads jeym a3inb
MdUY U0 ou ‘ABPUOTy ‘UI'B G[:L 1Y IS
-[e10ads @OUB[[IDAINS DIUOI}3[D UB §3Y
osnedaq payold sem J18pjIyAg  {30USLI
-adxa 19313 (Y Jadpyjo sorjod Jaunlog
B §.3Y 9snedaq uorjeSi)saAul pue|sy
UsJE}S Y} JOJ UISOYD SeM Aasjesuy
"SI3YJ0 JO [Njpuey B 10 3)e)Sa [Bal

| ‘Bunumodde ‘me| §& yons SpRYy . Jaqjo

up sisyerdads oq: yshw - Adqg “spadxe
uosIe Auo jou 3le‘SIAqUIBUI S} ISNED
-aq ‘anbiun s1 penbg ase) Jofep ayj,

‘[eaplo aA1je1)saAUl INOY-GE B
JO 11B)S 3] 3003 0) SEM JBUM Ul "dAY
juown( 9z 0} Aem JIdy) uo am A3y
‘sajnuiwl uj ‘siajlenbpeay uejjeyuepy
J13Y) © ojur  pafjoNs “IRIJIYDS 43Iy
‘Jaujred siy pue £asjeauy] piempy [eys
-Iey 311 S8 Aepuopy "WI'e G[:L SEM If
"pasiApe 3y ‘yealqiep je dAlLIe
pinos dioy “1uSu ayy ySnoayy pinod 31 se
yonw se op 0} Wea) Ay} pajonIisul ojed
-plIeg ‘u0ije1)saAul HOSIE UB Ul [BIONID
ale sInoy Maj js11y ay) jey) Jurmouy
‘9zB[q 2Y) pasned
uosie jey} jgnop e jnoyjim pa’dide
pue Suipying ay) pajdadsur owy Y[
NS
al1y ay) 1e WBIupIuI noge Way) jaul 9
‘ukjo01g wiody puels ayj o) jiodal 0}
S[BYSIBW 3I[j OM) palsaplo ojedelieq
'$aa1j snoroid
-SNS Snotavud om) Jo BU3DS 3} SEM IAY
juown( 9z 1e 3wip[ing ayy, '00j ‘ssaip
-PE 3Y) ps[[edal ‘s10jediisaaur uosie doj
s.A13unod 3y jo auo ‘ojedeuleq ‘auioy
SI'H ueduo siy je ojeoesieg uyop
[BYSIEIN 211 Jary) Andsq pajuafe ‘ue)
-JYUBIY 1S yoany) 017 je uorjediysaaug
oIl JO UOISIAIQ °yj ‘Senuiwr utyjim
"35BD 3]
3q Aqeqoad pinom se ‘Jurutow Surmarjoj
313 jou — 3duo je uidaq 0} uonednsaaul
Ue paIaplo pue s1sydjedsip puels] paj[ea

¥ § &

Jpaesy Supreq] voup ‘Aepuns “urd 966y
wnoqe uedaq MM ‘azerq ) o By
'ay) 1@’ Jajjewl pajelaiun- uw “Joj  Oipess
3l Sy uo yodjims o) pauaddey ‘sadioj
Surjydyaary pue[sy jo puewWIWOd Ul
puodas ‘Buriey ualrep jawy) Andaq
‘oIpel

a1y awoy sty o) Jurua)si] aq oy pauad
-dey jsnf jo1yo a1y A)np-jjo ue asnedaq
parfenb sem a1y ay) aiojeq uedaq aze|q
"9AY juown( Y3 ojuj uorjediysaauf
9y} ‘sall] paje[aI-uosIE jsowl AYIup) !

T "35BD ) Uf puey e pey penbg
ase) Jolepy JIaquiaw-p7 AU} Jo Jjey
‘papus pey uonjediisaaul ayy alojag
‘aze|q ay) 4q
padeurep Aj1aedy sem ‘suosiad papiejor
10j 19ju3d Sep e se yjuow sy pauado
JABY 0] SEM UJIYM ‘3INjONL)s ay] Ay
juowng 9z e 3uIplIng ¥o11q £101S-0m)
3y} 0] a1l 13S SUINOA plo-1eak-L] OM}
3y} 2A3l[3q S[BIDNJO 31l puk ¥dIod
's10adsns a1 qeu
0] S3AIO3)9p PUE[S] USJE}S Ujlm puey
ul puey paylom siojediiseAur uosie ayJ,

211 3y} Jajje Kep e s)salie omy Iy ur
Pa)Insal jey) uonesisaaur ayy uo sinoy
W3rens cg payiom ‘A31917qnd sunys
Arensn jey) jun pro-1ess-om) & ‘penbg
ase) Jolel sjusuntedaq aarg ayp

Buipping pooytoqysiau g
Juiquiogary yydu A®Bpung ay) jo pasnaoe
syino£ sy ueSuoq om) Jo jsalle 1Jims
U3 0} pay Jey) £3y 8y sem Apjuaiedde
penbs uonednsasur uosie juaunreda(y
311 A3 ue Aq yromBay Buryersurey

SVITTIM 'V LUA90Y 49

m,w.wquwaw uosin O,.w

S|DYSIDW 31} P3| IDYAA

cyloqybiou 241jud §0 sjuawarow payold ﬂp_om:moé__

po

VR A R

8L61 ‘7 JaquiasoN ‘Aepsanyy, ‘A'N ‘PUBIS] U21EIS




Kneatsey set up a plan:

( A marshal was dispatched to batal-
lign chief headquarters in Rosebank fo
gét firé reports. Which companies

fought the fire? Were the windows
locked? Were the doors locked?

¢ Another marshal checked police re-
cords for known arsonists.

A call went out to the Fire Depart-
ment photo unit. Kneatsey knew that a
court presentation should be accompan-
ied with photos, so he instructed the
photographers to snap a series of pic-
tures to illustrate his presentation.

( Detectives and fire investigators de-
cided to talk with every resident of the
area. They selected Dumont and Reid
Aves.. Old Town Rd. and Oregon St.

“] wanted to meet everybody — the
owner, the workmen and the people who
lived in the area,” Kneafsey recalled.
“And I told the team to get everyone..
No exceptions.”

The canvassing began and continued
through the morning and afternoon.
Every few hours, the investigators
would regroup and compare notes.

“Canvassing and legwork is the big
thing,” Kneafsey said. ‘‘Before long,
residents started to open up to us and
feed us information. Curiously, the pic-
ture that we originally had of neighbor-
hood hostility toward the planned center
began to change. No one we talked with
seemed to be against the day center. It
was a gut feeling, but I believed them,”
Kneafsey added.

The questioning continued through the
afternoon. The men compared notes,
then questioned again where uncertain-
ties existed. Before long, bits and pieces
of information began to stick out.

A blue car kept popping up. A few peo-
ple couldn't be accounted for.

“You know, I could pretty much tell
you where every person was around the
time of the fire,”” Kneafsey said. “‘Even

~if they didn’t know where they were.”

By late Monday afternoon, facts

#

began to appear.

Fire reports from firefighters on the
scene showed the building was-locked
tight when they arrived. So marshals
reasoned the fire had to have been start-
ed from outside.

Knowing a liquid was used and discov-
ering several separate fires, investiga-
tors believed a molotov cocktail was
tossed at the structure.

By 5 p.m. marshals Stewart and
McKenny returned to their Brooklyn
headquarters. Kneafsey and Schiffer,
with no lunch or supper, were told to
continue the investigation.

They met again with Detective
Marino and compared notes. One by
one, they eliminated motives. They ex-
amined and analyzed every piece of 1fid
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formation. Before long, pieces of the
puzzle began to fall into place.

For one reason or another, informa-
tion from and about a neighborhood
youngster bothered the men.

“‘We talked with him a few times and,
from what we already knew, we weren't
satisfied with his answers,” Kneafsey
explained.

At midnight Monday, investigators de-
cided to question the youth in the 120th
Precinct stationhouse, St. George. With
representatives of the district attor-
ney's office on hand, and after more
questioning, police booked the youth on
suspicion of arson, criminal mischief
and possession of a dangerous weapon
— specifically, the molotov cocktail.

“Based on further information, Kneaf-

sey, Schiffer and Detective Marino
drove to Dongan Hills early Tuesday
morning and arrested a second youth.

Michael O’Hara of 247 Reid Ave. and
Joseph Koeller of 1448 Hylan Blvd., both
of whom live within two blocks of_the
fire building, each face possible prison
terms of up to 15 years. .

Booking procedure took until 4 a.m.
Tuesday. ‘

“You can't eat because youre a}l
hepped up with facts and_iniom:latlon in
your head,”’ Kneafsey said. “*We hadn't
eaten in almost 24 hours, SO after the
booking we decided to get some coffee
before we returned to our office to com-

lete the rwork.” -

? Thexpa‘i):p:'orked until 8 am., then
went to Kneafsey's Marhattan apart-

ment to shower and shave prior to ar-

raignment of the suspects.

rabbed a quick preakfast, re-

tu'xl:rtll:g tgo Staten Island and were On
hand in Criminal Court when the youths
were arraigned Tuesday morning.

Kneafsey and Schiffer left court, tw;\_veng
{o their office again and wrapped thing
up at about 5 p.m. — 35 straight hours
: began.
af‘t'elr rt‘t;%y sufh a headache vyhen I got
home that I took a few aspirins and de-
cided to lie down a while,” Kneafsey rei
called. ““But it was Halloween and
wanted to see my kids dressed up In
their costumes, so I aske:t:‘ r:ly; \’A,nfe ;o

me up when they got home. - .

wa"ll‘(:e inve‘;tigator fell off to sleep_and
didn’t wake up until yesterday morning.



