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‘From Page 11

wooded area behind the lot, but found no
trace of Mrs, Atwell

“The parking lot lights were ott and it
was tolallyv dark. | saw the ihings next
to Mrs Atwell s car. and I noticed that
her shoe fiad scatt marks on 1t 1 thought
something terrible happened. so 1
searched the woods. but [ couldn’t see
anything.” he said

Police arrived shortly atter Heath and
conducted a sezrch of the wooded area

with the help oi more thun 100 center
emplovees. Police helicopters also awded
in the search

Police tound only Mrs. atwell's kevs
in a pile of leaves about 20 leat behind
the lot.

Bloodhounds were adalso used. Alter
getting a svent trum Mys. Atwell s shoe.
the dogs roamed the area for an hour,
but nothing was touna

Members ot the police Crnme Scene
Unit, meanwhiile ook tin LS trom
the woman's car and the artieles tound
in the lot.

Police at the scene acknowledged the
possibility t Mrs. Atwell could have
been abducted betore heip arrived, al-
though workers in the huildings close to
the lot said thev duin't liear a car aiter
the screams

“lf there was something out there, |
think we would have fouad 11 by now
said Sgt. Pe Metacthy ot the
Crimes Against Property squad

MeCarthy, wie is headig the iavesn-
gation, said Mrs, siwell 1s ofticially fist-
ed as a missing person, bt “dug to the
circumstances  the invesugation is
being conducted in conjunction with ihe
Crimes Against Persons Squad.

Willaim Williams. who worked with

gelpr

Kenneth Atwell, son of the missing
woman.
5.1. Advance Photos by Tony Carannante

Mrs. Atwell for nearly six years, said
she is ""a wonderful person and never
had any problems with her fellow
workers."’ i

“We all hope she's all right, but it
doesn't look good,” Williams said. “If I
was a woman, I just wouldn't work in
this place. The security at night is terri-
ble and there are many areas that
aren’t lighted well enough.”

Kenneth, Atwell, who joined in the

search for his mother, said the lighting
situation *was ridiculous. ™

I can't understand how they could let
this happen,” he said. Anyone could
get in here at night without being seen.”

Elin Howe, director of the center,
acknowledged that security at the
center were not adaquate. She said offi-
cials have tried to improve security
since Shin Lee, a nurse at the center,
was found dead on the center’'s grounds
Aug. 6.

Friends of Mrs. Lee discovered her
body near the Institute for Basic Re-
search, buried in a shallow grave.

An autopsy showed that Mrs. Lee was
strangled. but police have arrested no
murder suspects.

Ms. Howe said: “Since Mrs. Lee's
death, we've tried to improve the secu-
rity here. But it is still not as good as it
should be. This is a very large campus
with a lot of surrounding woods, and it's
difficult to guard the entire area.”

“Hopefully when things improve and
we gel more security guards, the situa-
tion will improve.” she continued. **But
tor the time being, we suggest that
workers do not walk the grounds alone
at night.”

McCarthy said the search for Mrs.
Atwell would continue today. “We're
going at it in every possible direction.
and the search will continue until we
feel satisfied that the woman isn't there
or can't be found with any reasonable
search.”

He asked that anyone with informa-
tion concerning Mrs. Atwell's disap-
pearance call 727-6420, or the 24-hour
number 979-4633. Police said all infor-
mation will be kept confidential.




- Scores of center employees and residents wateh

as police search for Ethel Atwell;
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