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despite second arson try

By BRUCE ALPERT

State officials said vesterday that they will move
ahead with plans to convert a Dongan Hills house into
a day center tor the retarded despite the second re-
ported incident ot arson at the two-story brick build-
ing in less than tive months.

Elin M Howe. director of the Staten Island Deve-
lopmental Center and the Oftice of Borough Develop-
mental Services. said that the state had signed a five-
vear lease wiith the owner of the building at 26
Dumont sve. and pianned to open the center for the
area’s 200 retarded citizens next month.

Ms. Howe said she did 10t know whether the sche-
duled opL']mU will be pushed back as a result of two
fires that hreke out Sunday inside the brick building,
causing what iire oiticials deseribed as light damage.

"Obviously we are upset by the fire. but we plan to
move ahead with our plans.” she said.
Meanwhiie, a \p\)h‘w’rmn for the Fire Department

said vesterday that fire marshais have begun an in-
vestigation int the | . which were discovered by
firemen in a firsi-fleor room and an office on the
upper tloor

“The tire has been labeled suspicious because it
broke out in two separate places,” said spokesman
John Markey. ~And we plan to conduct a full inves-
tigation

A three-monih probe by cetectives from the New
York City Police Department and fire marshals fol-
lowing a suspicious biaze oa May | at the building
lailed to urn up any suspects, That blaze caused me-
dium damage, according to fire officials.

The May 1 fire occured only two weeks after Com-
munity-Board 2 had approved the house for use as a

4 v

center for the retarded over community opposition.

Shortly after that blaze. Deputy Chief Fire Marshal
John Barracato said that investigators had obtained
“hearsay™ information that the fire may have been
started by an area resident or residents opposed to
the planned use of the building.

Cora Hoffman. a spokesman tor state Mental Re-
tardation Commissioner Thomas A. Coughlin, said
vesterday that she was confident that the latest fires
do “'not represent the feelings of the vast majority of
Staten Island residents who have shown their compas-
sion and understanding for the mentally retarded.”

She said that a lease was signed last month with
owner Joseph Perrotta calling for the siate to move
into the building around Oct. 15.

Under the terms of the lease, the state agreed to
pay Perrotta $37.000 for renovations at the house as
well as $34.800 per year in rent for the 5 800-square-
foot building.

Ms." Howe said the state plans to provide counsel-
ing, therapy and recreation programs for the 200 re-
tarded citizens living in the Community Board 2 area.

Negotiations are continuing to lease a portion of the
Nelson Terrace in Great Kills and the former Pantry
Pride supermarket on Forest Ave. in Port Richmond
for use as similiar centers for retarded residents liv-
ing in areas covered by Community Boards 3 and 1.
she said.

The Dumont Ave. building has been unoccupied for
the past several months. It had been used for the past
10:years as offices for the New Yox;k Foundlmg Hospi- .
tal and, befo!e that, asa prwate rqs1den,ce )
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