plannéd c'mér.
for retarded

A suspmmus fire damaged a Dongan
Hills building last night that, over some
community opposition, had been ap-
proved as a counseling service center
for the retarded, to be run by Borough
Developmental Services.

The blaze began at 26 Dumont Ave. at
midnight, and caused medium damage
to the back of the structure. Chief Mi-
chael Porzio of the 21st Battalion said
he labeled the fire suspicious because
the flames spread quickly through the
building.

He said the fire appeared to have
started near a staircase and then
flashed upstairs. Although there was
smoke and water damage inside, Porzio
said there was little apparent structural
damage.

The two-stor'y brick building is owned
by Joseph Perrotta of Midland Beach.
The New York Foundling Hospital had
been renting the structure at the time of
the fire. The building was unoccupied
when the fire began.

A spokesman for Borough Develop-
mental Services was unavailable to
comment how the fire would affect the
agency’s plans.

On April 19, Comm
by a margin of 26 to

‘ity Board 2 voted

ing service for the_reta ed More than
600 people attended the meeting, and
many Dongan Hills homeowners told the
board that they feared property deva-
luation if the building became a counsel-
ing center,

The counseling center was to be
opened from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and two
evenings through the week. It was to
serve no more than 200 persons, and was
to have a staff of 35.

Spokesmen for the Borough Develo-
mental Services said at the time that
the Dumont Ave. address was chosen
because the building needed few renova-
tions to make it suitable as a counseling
and therapy center.

At the April 19 meeting, some Dongan
Hills residents asked if other sites were
considered. A representative of the BDS
said other buildings had been examined
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