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Dorp RAP Center on New Dorp Lane.

Several hundred New Dorp residents
in the audience. including members of
the New Dorp Central Civic Association,
shouted, booed, stood on chairs and
disrupted the meeting at least three
times to show their disapproval of the
proposal while board members attempt-
ed to discuss it.

Residents demanded a public hearing
before any vote be taken. Bowing to
community opposition, the board decid-
ed to postpone a vote until after a public
hearing. Board chairman Raymond
Watson told the crowd the date of the
hearing will be announced.

Some vociferous residents shouted
they wanted to “know now’ and de-
manded a heariag date immediately.

Mrs. Carelli, whose committee re-

views the proposal and presents a rec-
ommendation to the full board, was
shouted down several times as she at-
tempted to read her committee report.

While the mental health committee,
she said, supports Richboro's attempt to
open a drug-free counseling center to
service the South Shore, it does not
make any recommendation on the site
for the center. “‘That is not within our
committee to decide,” she said.

The resolution cited the lack of any
drug-counseling programs serving the
South Shore and noted the ‘‘alarming in-
crease’” reported in the use of drugs
among school children. ¢

“That’s not true,” shouted someone in
the audience, as residents interrupted
and demanded to know what statistics
had been used when the committee was
drafting the resolution.

Michael Primiano, president of the
New Dorp Central Civic Association,
who is also a community board
member, said New Dorp residents
‘‘were so upset’’ over the Richboro pro-
posal that they are planning to organize
a mass rally next month.

Richboro hopes to provide an estimat-
ed 120 clients a week with drug-free
counseling services. Under the proposal,
outpatients would receive a minimum.of
three hours per week of counseling at
the center, with day care clients receiv-
ing 10 hours per week. The program
would be aimed primarily at pre-teen
and high school students and would re-
ceive most of its funding from the feder-
al National Institute for Drug Abuse.

Although the New Dorp RAP Center
building is the favored site for the
center, the owner of the building has
said he will not rent the space to Rich-
boro, which would force Richboro to se-
lect another possible South Shore site
for the center. )

In other matters, the board:

¢ Discussed the placement of a traffic
light on Reid and Parkinson Aves. near
PS 46, South Beach. Board member
Jack Yousha, who inspected the site,

noted there are no traffic signals along -

Reid Ave. near the school. “Reid Ave. is
an open road. Anyone can speed right
through,” he said.

(District Service Manager Lillian
Prado announced the board will make
490 jobs available within the board area
for Island residents 14 to 21 years old.
July 10 has been set as the target date
for youths to begin employment.

(A public hearing was set for 10 a.m.
April 29 in the auditorium of the South
Beach Psychiatric Center to discuss
sources of funds for sewer construction.

( Watson announced the formation of
a new committee which will deal with
health services, senior citizens and
youth.in the Board area. Thomas Prisco

' wnll head the committee. -
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