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State, city still at odds over segregatior

of 3 hepatitis carriers

. By SYDNEY FREEDBERG

The state and city appear to be at
odds over the future of three New
Springville public school children identi-
fied as carriers of hepatitis and exclud-
ed from regular classes since last Oc-
tober.

State educators, on the one hand, have
condemned the segregation of the carri-
er children, all of them mentally retard-
ed, from 147 other special education
pupils at PS 89, Merrymount Ave., on
the ground that such separation consti-
tutes unlawful discrimination.

City health specialists, meanwhile.
fearing a “‘remote risk"’ of transmission
of the disease, are calling on the Board
of Education to offer two sets of classes
— one for carrier children and one for
susceptible children.

The Board of Education which has the
final word. says it is reviewing the
seemingly contradictory recommenda-
tions of the two agencies, with a deci-
sion expected later this spring for im-
plementation in September.

Whatever is decided, Board of Educa-
tion officials concede, will be viewed as
wrong by some party in what Melvin
Warren, associate director of the
board’s health council, called a *‘no-win
dispute.”

The entire controversy emerged last
October. when Frank Kelly, the princi-
pal at PS #9. told the school’s parents
that three carrier children, all former
or current residents of the Willowbrook
Developmental Center, had been attend-
ing special education classes there.

At some point at Willowbrook, the
trio, along with at least 34 children at-
tending 24 city schools, became unwit-
ting carriers of Type B hepatitis, a dis-
ease commonly associated with large
institutions that can cause nausea, jaun-
dice and liver damage. .

As carriers, the victims do not have
the disease, but can, through unhygienic
conditions transmit it.

Despite assurances from medical ex-
perts that the risk to susceptible chil-
dren was ‘‘negligible” with no secon-
dary cases reported, the parents re-
mained wary.

School authorities acted swiftly to
segregate the three pupils in a
classroom with a teacher who volun-
teered to instruct them, promising a
firm citywide policy sometime in the fu-
ture.

And the three handicapped young-
sters, all severely retarded, apparently
realized they’d beengaccorded special
treatment, 'but didn't understand just

why.

Dr. Hannah Flegenheimer, ‘the state
Education Department’s associate coor-
dinator for regional programs, said yes-
terday that her office reviewed the PS
69 case, and decided that the two-tier
setup of classes there was unsatisfac-
tory.

The segregatory practice, while con-
centrating on solving a “health risk,”
violated the spirit of a federal law call-
ing for equal access to the handicapped
and guaranteeing all impaired people
the right to “‘mainstream’ in society,
Dr. Flegenheimer said.

But then, she added, a blue-ribbon
panel convened by the city Health De-
partment to consider guidelines for he-
patitis carriers in the school. issued
“‘recommendations quite different from
our directive.”

“We've tabled ours (directive),” Dr.
Flegenheimer said. adding that she's
hopeful ‘‘a compromise can and will be
worked out’” that weighs educational



and health factors equally.

The Health Department guidelines;
according to Dr. Llovd Novick, a deputy
commissioner, attempt to deal with
‘“‘numerous problems in management
during the past year,” which included.
he said, the potential for spread of the
disease in a high risk population.

Those skillfully worded guidelines,
forwarded to the Board of Education
last month and made public this week,
ask that:

(The city confirm carrier status of
the 37 youngsters now enrolled in city
schools by giving them blood tests, to be
repeated regularly;

(The estimated 300 children who
have been in classroom contact with a
carrier child be urged to submit to blood
tests to determine whether they are car-
riers or susceptible:

(Parents of susceptible children be

offered the option of having their chil-
dren placed in separate classes free of

contact with carriers or possible carri-:
ers; - -

([ Parents of susceptible children also
be offered separate lunchroom areas,
separate equipment, separate toilet
items and separate busing for their chil-
dren;

( For children entering the city school
system in the future — following resi-
dence in an institution of high hepatitis
incidence, a medical report be reviewed
by the Health Department, which would
decide where the child would be placed;

(| Teachers and aides in close contact
with carrier children be advised of the
facts concerning transmission of Hepa-
titis B, and offered testing. The teach-
ers should be given the option of re-
questing transfer if they are found to be
susceptible.

If the guidelines are adopted, Dr. No-
vick said, health officials would begin
surveying affected schools sometime in
the' spring, explaining the. voluntary
testing program and allaying ‘‘some un-

founded fears parents have’ as typified
in the PS 69 case.

He stressed that Hepatitis B, primari-
ly spread through the blood or blood
products, can be avoided through the
proper hygienic precautions.

But Novick also pointed out that the
severely mentaily retarded person who
is a carrier, unlike carriers in the gen-
eral population, often have difficulty
taking care of themselves.

“This solution we've proposed,” No-
vick said’ “‘attempts to be cognizant of
the rights of the individual, while em-
phasizing the public health.”

He noted that the guidelines stress the
voluntary — by giving parents of su-
sceptible children the option of request-
ing their children’s transfer irom carri-
er classes.

But for the carrier child, who can re-
main so for many years or even life,
there are really no such options under
the proposed guidelines, Novick admit-
ted.




