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9ALB~\’\Y - Reprme“\tauves of
parent groups tor the handicapped and
the union for institutional workers told 4
State Senate panel vesterdav that (e
state's “'repatriation” furl could lead
to widescaie dumping of the mentally
retarded. .

Thomas A\ (uth,u. n, Goy. Carev's u
signee to heid the new Office of Menta
Retardation and Deve xlwm*em..l Jlaam»
lities, denied the charge. saying state
officials have “ndt and will not dump
_clients into communities™ ill- -prepared

“to deal with them.

Coughlin was testifying before the
Senate Mental Health and Addiction
Control Committee's hearing on his con-
firmation.

A deputy commissioner in the Depart-
ment-of Mental Hygiene for two and
one-half years, Coughlin conceded under
questlomng that it would be *‘sheer folly
and utter nonsense’* for him to say that
of 700 people discharged from state in-
stitutions during the past two vears, all
“arg receiving the same level of servme
they got in their developmental center.’

But a review of those placements. he
.added, indicates that less than 6 percent
had to return to institutions because of
lack of support services, compared to 29
percent in previous years. “And it is ap-
parent we are on the rignt track,” said
Coughlin. once the director of Wiilow-
brook Developmental Center.

Despite concern over what one parent
called the - headsnom. rush for deinsti-
tutionalization.” Coughlin, 2 40-year-old
former state trooper. was huiled almost
uniformly as a sensitive and compag-
smnate consumer.

* That is not “to imply that the men
who preceded Mr. Coughlin were unfeel-
ing,” explained Frances W. Reville, a
member of the board of visitors of an
upstate institution and the parent of a
retarded child.

“They were fine and dedicated doc-
tors,” she added, “but because they
were schooled in the field of mental ill-
ness, they could not truly relate to the
problems of the mentally retarded.”

But Ceughlin's confirmation was op-
posed by the Civil Service Employees
Association, which repreSents 3 600 Wil-
lowbrook workers.

Dr. .James Cohen, CSEA consultant

Ibany men

noting that 8,000 of the 20,000 residents
in developmental centers are to be dis-
charged within five years, called Cough-
lin's policies an attempt “To change a
system at the expense of clients, exist-
ing staff and the community.”

He said that by transferring institu-
tionalized residents to smaller, commu-
nity-based facilities, the state was hand-
ing over care to costly private agencies.
“It is a case of robbing Peter to pay
Paul.” Cohen said.

One state worker from the Craig De-
velopmental Center in Sonyea, N.Y.,
claimed that Coughlin’s office recently
had discharged more than .60. severely
retarded residents to a private nursing
home. where they were receiving limit-
ed. if any. service. -

And the parent of a severely retarded
hoy told committee members . of his
trials in gaining services for his son.

Richard Jones, the. parent, said the
state had determined his hov needed 10
davs of inpatient programs at the
Monroe Developmental {enter. but
later was denied the serviee: hecause of
“ail the other people who = going
back to the institution aiter they
couldn't make 1t.”

"I finaily made enough noLS
and he got the i g
plained, adding. however _at his de-
‘as met at the expense of other

mand w
parents “who dida t geream and didn't

W dlioi

ohen ex-

hoiler.”
JU\‘P*UH T. Weing executive d
tor of the New Y State- assgeiatien

gaiization

af dein-
i delr

fer Retarded Chjldren. an
that sparked the siate prograi
stitutionalization. zave cniy & luke
warm endorsement of Coughlin. e
asked: -

“Are we going 1o sav that o family:
care home. where & man is tied 107&
chair and beaten with a lead nipe i'i“thef,s
‘east restrictive environment in relatioft;
to the institution irom which he came?

“Or. are we going to determnine this
on the basis of the ne nerson
and try to niake wherever he shoula be.
in or out of the institution, the hest and
least restrictive envirenment”

In 1972, Weingold spearheaded & court
drive for change at Wiilowbrook. A con-
sent decree asked for by the parents of
Willowbrook residents ‘ms. ‘signed’ in

ds of the

1975, calling for the dxsmantlmg of the .

institution by transferring residents mto
small, community facilities. -

. concerns

ﬁ tal héalth panel
ears charges of ‘dumping’
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Only 250 persons are scheduled to be
in Willowbrook come 1981, with massive
reductions anticipated in state staif. But
now Weingold is asking 1or 2 orarori-
um on the community placement nro
grams, until the state can “uaue
plan” backup services for the repatria
ed citizens.

Indeed. Coughlin. during
hearinz. maintained h
sioner of the new of
tablished last vear under & rec:s
tion act signed by the zov
be to get the state oot ot the direct-care
business

Under questioning by Sen T
davan. the Queens Republi
chairs the menta! heait! Jou sﬁ 1n
agreed that quotas set for \tiliowbrook
and elsewhere were (mereiy benci-
marks. *‘not hard and tast numbers.”

And because the public has **f2ars 'and
abput the deinstitutionaliza=
tion program. Coughhn said, he recer-tlv
asked the federal court in Brook '\n
which oversees conditions at
brock. to slow down the placements —
from 100 residents to i

Other witnesses
ing decried unequ
services for d
the community as op

juclely

equs‘ 78 'h( i
group is reimbursad ¢
the state.

Padavan said his cainn
call Ceughlin® for tfurthn
when
firmatin

early next week,
taken on the co
recommendation goes o :
nance Lcmnmt;u Llldh':ﬂ by State Sen
John Marchi. which in turn will pass-its
position on to the Senate.




