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Bill may avert possible

Iayoffsan w]Ilowbrook

Assemblywoman Ehzabeth Connelly
has introduced a bill giving the state De-
partment of Mental Hygiene the author-
ity to hire personnel at state institu-
tions, legislation that state officials say
is needed to avert layoffs at the Willow-
brook Developmental Center.

But the president of %= union repre-
senting Willowbrook's < 000 employees,
who the state claimed will benefit from
the legislation, said yesterday he will
fight the proposal.

It would concentrate too much power

with acting Commissioner of Mental Re- |

tardation Thomas A. Coughlin, Civil
Services Employees President Felton
King said. *He would be able to transfer
people all over the state if he wanted to
and that's too much power.”

Connelly said she believes safeguards
can be added to any centralized hiring
procedures to prevent the type of abuses
feared by the union.

““My interest in pushing for the legis-
lation is"the need to protect the jobs of
the Willowbrook workers,” . said . the
South Shore Democrat. “‘And we're told
that this would eliminate the need for
layoffs."

Under Gov. Carey's proposed 1978
budget, Willowbrook's staff is to be re-
duced from 4,100 to 2,006 by March 31,
1979. The reduction in staff coincides,
state officials said,- with 'a planned re-
duction in Wlllowbrook s population' —
now estimated at 1,650 — to 1 100 by
- that date.

" retardation.

- Many of those excessed Willowbrook
workers,will be unable to find positiens '
at othier state facilities in the city unjess |
her legislation is passed, Mrs. Connelly
said. Hiring of employees is currently
left to the directors of state Jfacilities
and they haven't shown much of an in-
terest in hiring Willowbrook workers,

she said.

Meanwhile, the assemblywoman re-
leased a report outlining the accom-
plishments of the Assembly Standing
Committee on Mental Health, which she
chairs.

Among the measures which the com-
mittee pushed through the legislature,
Mrs. Connelly said, was legislation ex-
tending the state’s commitment to pro-
vide 100 percent financial assistance for
services to chronically disabled persons
who are discharged from state-run insti-
tutions and a bill allowing Medicaid re-
imbursement for day treatment pro-
grams.-

“A major resp0n51b111ty of the com-
mittee " for. the 1978 legislative session-
will be to monitor: the reorganization of
the Department of .Mental Hyglene

Mrs. Cornelly sald The reorgamzatlon
divided the state agency intg three sepa-
rate divisions, including one for mental



