Community centers next ‘logical’ step.
for state planning 7or Willowbrook
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would decentralize and attempt to
enrich such back-up services, locating
them in three facilities within each

community board district on Staten Is- °

land.

The proposal, according to state offi-
cials, would bring programs within
access to 450 clients from Willowbrook
who have returned to their native Staten
Island or adjacent New Jersey commu-
nities.

In addition, the state services would
be made available to retarded persons
who have never been institutionalized —
people living in Island homes who have
never gained access to the relatives few
private programs in operation here.

According to Charles Korner, Willow-
brook’s coordinator of community ser-
vices, staff would be re-assigned from
the institution to the community work-
shops in numbers proportionate to the
number of clients residing within each
board district. i

In the Community Board 1 area,
Korner confirmed, state administrators
hope to lease the building that once
housed the Garber brothers department
store, which, with 30,000 square feet of
space, could be a dual-purposed facility.

For one, the site, located at 281 Rich-
mond Ave., Port Richmond, could pro-
vide services for an estimated 280
clients residing in North Richmond. Se-
condly, administrators say, there would
be space to expand training programs
for additional numbers of still-institu-
tionalized people being readied for com-
munity placement.

~ The Garber proposal needs the ap-

proval of the state's sletropoliian Place-
ment Unit- before  ledsing negotiations
can begin with the sife’s owners, who in-
clude Paul and Murray Garber. -

Administrators point- out- that the ap-
proval is eXpected. ond Cora Hoffman, a
spokesman for the siie’s A-ting Mental
Retardation Com ener Thomas A.
Coughlin, has stated that altticugh the
cost of renfing the <o woult he “‘sub-
stantial,”" it would not he prohibitive.

The Board 2 area, having within its
boundaries 38 foriaer Wiliowhrook resi-
dents, also would bave 4 day center
under the decentralizotine plai.

Although a site has not heen selected,
Korner said. the place ¢hozsen would not
only house a workshep for retarded per-
sons but all cenigs! adn:ivistiative and
support services staff as woil.

In the South Richmond area that com-
poses Communily I'ward 3, ar unidenti-
fied location would oree ag a similar
facility, praviding prorvams to 87
clients formeriy tiom Willowbrook and
an unspecified munber of non-institu-
tionalized Statoen 'stardocs, the proposal
states.

James Walsh, an administrator at
Willowbrook, scys that the propoesal
must be- approved by the Staten Island

Regional Countil on Developmental Dis-

abilities and the Department of Mental
Hygiene. Yy MR
*+In addition, Walsh said, meetings.are
to be arranged with Community Boards
2-I;md 3 to discuss the provisions of the
plan.

Community Board 1 has already been
approached about the Garber site, and
although there was “‘some confusion,”
as Walsh put it, Willowbrook intends to
press ahead. S
“It’s all in the initial phases,” Walsh
explained, “‘and we haven't gotten to the
point of appointing staff or anything.”
He added, however, that many state
employees look forward to the opportu-
nity of being shifted to community
workshop jobs. -
And Korner added: ‘At this point this
plan is really our highest priority. We
have to respond to the needs of Gur
clients by providing opportunities for
Staten Island day programs. !
Focusing too much on the“institu-
tion,”” Korner said, is equivalent to stay-
ing “‘behind the times. Clients are begin-
ning to live in the community, and we
have to move services closer to them.”
Walsh said that Willowbrook hopes to
“move as quickly as we can” on the
proposal, adding that an attempt will be

‘'made to begin the transition and decen-

tralization of services by next spring. - .




