STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, Monday, October 10, 1977
I / i s et o,_,_.-.._
t's your opinion

Protect dignity -
of retarded citizens

I have just read the Sept. 28 article ...
the Advance entitled, ‘‘Mental Hygiene
Executive Prefers Private Care for Re-
tarded Daughter,” and wish to convey
my reaction.

Frankly, I do not feel that any legiti-
mate public purpose was served by this
article; it amounts to a rather insensi-
tive, purposeless invasion of the privacy
of both Mr. Coughlin and his daughter.
It was an unexpected piece of journal-
ism from a newspaper that has in the
past attempted to report on the retarded
citizens of Willowbrook and their fami-
lies in a humane and dignified fashion.

JENNIFER L. HOWSE, Ph.D.,
Manhattan - :

(The writer is executive director of

the Willowbrook Review Panel.)



