STATEN;ISLAND, ADVANCE, Thursday, September 15, 1977

State refutes union charges
in Willowbrook patient’s death

By SYDNEY FREEDBERG

Union charges that a 20-year-old Wil-
lowbrook Developmental Center resi-
dent died early yesterday as a direct re-
sult of the United Cerebral Palsy
Associations care have been labeled
" false and unfounded by the institution’s
administrators.

A spokesman for the U.S. Public
Health Service Hospital, Clifton, said
yesterday, however, the resident in
question, identified as Miss Diane Kil-
gor, had entered the federal facility
Sept. 5, placing her admission three
days before the private organization
took supervisory control.

Felton King, president of the Willow-
brook Chapter, Civil Service Employes
Association, which is attempting to
thwart the UCP takeover of seven build-
ings, said the woman resident died after
choking to death on a piece of solid food
she was incapable of chewing.

King said she died while under the
care of UCP in Building 26.

But the spokesman for the Clifton hos-
pital, who placed Miss Kilgor’s death
about 2 a.m. yesterday, said an autopsy
report had not yet been received, and
the reason she died not firmly estab-
lished.

Elin Howe, acting director of the in-

stitution, said the 20-year-old resident.

who lived in Building 26, had a history of
hospitalization, admitted this time after
_experiencing stomach pain, irregular
heart beat and preliminary signs of de-
hydration.

Miss Kilgor had remained in the hos-
pital since Sept. 5, in serious condition,
and-had never returned to the Willow-
brogk grounds, according toMiss Howe.

"Qt uo time. " Miss Howe said “was
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the resident receiving UCP treatment.
It's very distressing to me that someone
would try to capitalize on a death.”

King, who’s head of a union represent-
ing 4,000 state workers at Willowbrook,
said he had “not been able to confirm”
that the young woman entered the hospi-
tal before the state surrendered control
of the buildings to UCP.

Another union official added that Miss
Kilgor had been reported sick by a UCP-
trained therapy aide, on staff at Willow-
brook since late July.

“Qur investigation shows she received
a totally unsuitable food, containing
large chunks of bacon, under the care of
UCP,” King said, adding that to his
knowledge the woman had no history of
hospitalization.

Many retarded residents of Willow-
brook, because they haven't developed
the capacity to chew or swallow solid
foods, are served a diet consisting of
more liquid-type substances.

When UCP came to Willowbrook one
week ago, it brought with it a new food
service, with diets of more solid sub-
stances generally considered highly nu-
tritious.

The private organization maintains
that one of its goals will be to teach res-
idents to ingest such foods.

But Miss Howe, ironically, confessed:
“There is no indication that points back
to the food. But even if there were, then
she died of Willowbrook (state) food and
not UCP food” because she was admit-
ted to the hospital three days before the
UCP food service or supervisory staff
arrived.

Willowbrook’s CSEA leadership,
which Wednesday night received autho-

rization to strik;)” protest the court-in-
 voked takeover nh{rged since the

state surrendered care of 641 of the in-
stitution’s 2,400 residents that the pri-
vately hired staff of UCP is ill-trained
to treat the retarded.

The private group, considered by
many a giant in the care of multiple
handicapped persons, replies that it
does have some experience aiding re-
tarded people, too, and cites the Nina
Eaton Center in South Beach as an ex-
ample of the success it has had with an
institutionalized population.

King, while saying alleged UCP “in-
competence’’ is a good reason to strike
in itself, admits that the workers’ pri-
mary concern is layoffs, which the
union claims will be an inevitable out-
come of the takeover.

King was expected yesterday to meet
with CSEA officials in Albany to discuss
his local’s intended job action.

He refused to set a date when public
workers would walk off their jobs, but
added, ‘“The time is near at hand.”

Strikes by public workers are forbid-
den under the state Taylor Law. Miss
Howe said yesterday that the Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene had made no
decision yet on when to seek a court
order attempting to bar the workers
from striking. »

But King said his membership was re-
solved to defy any injunction since the
state, he claimed, had “‘already violated
the state constitution, the Mental Hy-
giene Law and our job contract” by
agreeing to the UCP takeover.

Under the takeover, beginning its sec-
ond week of a two-week transition
period, an estimated 600 state workers
are to be shifted from UCP-controled
buildings to 24 others that are still state
run. The reassignment process is due to
be cornp\eted Sept 23 A

| RN

i



