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A decade ago, living conditions at
the Willowbrook Deveicpmental
Center — then known as Willow-
brook State School —
ble. Patients spent lifetimes locked
up on wards, many were subjected
to outrageous abuses and rehabilita-
tion programs were viriually nonex-
istent.

A"i

The horrors that were to become
synonymous with the word Willow-
brook were, of course, subsequently
uncovered by the Advance and
many concerned individuals, and be-
cause of those efforts mony of the
past wrongs have now been rizhted.
In fact, under the {21z of the his-
toric Willowhrook st Decree,
the institution will ":*“ m} practical
purposes cease to £xisi within a few
years from now.

But it now seems that mnrw of the
significant gains made in recent
years are in d o.‘ Lm'mg
eclipsed by a propx use a vari-
ety. of potent, mccd .i:'mrb drugs
on some mentally retarided \”u}ow
brook residents in &n
fy their behavior.

The proposal, being developed by
several physicians aiter a meeting

last week, would involve the use of

5 room for ex:

ere intolera-

¢ modi-

Our opinion

several psychoactive drugs in (he
primary psychiatric treatment of
some Willowbrook residenth. Be-
cause the administration of the
drugs would be considered paxt ot
the patients’ treatment, the consent
of their families, guardiuns or ef the
courts would not be required.

An earlier plan, under which sofne
of the same psychoac*wv drugs
would have been given to 30 adoles-
cents at Willowbrook on an experi-
mental basis, was withdrawn by the
institution’s officials in response le
objections raised by the court-ap-
pointed Willowbrook Review Parnsl,

The panel expressed fears tha: the
powerful drugs — including Lilhiu:
and Thorazine — would bz veed Vin
lieu of a plan for provision of psy-
chiatric services” to hundreds of
Willowbrook residents.

That is the polite way of saving
that the patients mlr-'h well e
maintained in a sort of :"“11'""' ial
stupor so that other treatment noed
not be provided. And that sounds
very much like the kind of “ware-
housing” of retarded indivinua i'
prevalent at Willowbrook &zfore
long-overdue reforms were initiated
in response to public outrage.

It is, unfortunately, impossible to
offer a full and impartial evaluation
of the latest proposal at this point
simply because proponents of the
plan have refused to make its de-
tails public.

Secrecy surrounding such a highly
controversial subject as the use of
powerful and potentially dangerous
drugs on those individuals whose
lives have been entrusted to the
state cannot be tolerated.

Indeed, continued secrecy makes
the Department of Mental Hy-
giene’s plan for the administraticn
of drugs to Willowbrook residents
seem very much like the Central In-
telligence Agency’s clandestine,
cloak-and-dagger drug experiments
that have just come to light.

There will undoubtedly be vigor-
ous debate over the new drug ad-
rinistration plan in the months
ahead, and DMH officials can best
guarantee a full and frank exchange
of public and professional view-
points by making all the details of
the proposal public immediately.

If officials are afraid to subject
the plan to the weight of public opin-

. ion, however, then they should w1th-
draw it at once. ;




