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Willowbrook uplts t
transferred to/palsy.gri

By S}'DNEY EREEDBERG

State officnals agreed hesitantly yes-
terday to surrender sovereignty over a
portion of the Willowbrook Developmen-
tal Center, giving a private organization
a shot at wiping away the misery that
fee]ms to persist there under public con-
ro

The historic arrangement, effective
Sept. 1 and providing for the transfer of
the care and treatment of 641 Willow-
brook residents to the privately run
staff of the United Cerebral Palsy Asso-
ciations, was consented to by Gov.
Carey’s office late yesterday afternoon.

It was an 1ith-hour understanding —
coming 15 minutes before a 5 p:m. dead-
line imposed by UCP’s Manhattan lead-
ership — that quickl erased the fears
of Willowhrook residents’ relatives as

well ‘as others who sought the private
{akeover and who went to court to get
the concept approved.

Apparently, state officials took UCP’s
threat to bow out of the plan as genuine,
for they ultimately agreed to an ar-
rangement that leaves unsettled some
of the major labor and legal issues that
have troubled them for months.

Foremost among these is an undecid-
ed lawsuit, brought by the union repre-
senting Willowbrook's public workers,
which challenges the private group’s de-
sire to care for the institutionalized re-
tarded on: the ground that such an ar-
rangement vlolates existing collective
bargaininig agréements.

An estimated 700 civil servants face
job reassignment when UCP’s privately
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hired™staff assumes control of selected
Willowbrook facilities Sept. 1. But the
employes maintain.more than that will
happen. They fear that in 1979 or 1980
many of them will be laid off as a direct
result of the UCP takeover.

The state, which has only assured the
workers’ jobs through the end of next
year, admits employes will be let go as

the institution’s population, now at

2,500, is decreased to 250 by 1981 in com-
pliance with a federal court order.

Apparently fearful of losing the suit
brought by the Civil Service Employes
Association, .or the fiscal implications
such a loss could mean, state officials,
in yesterday’s verbal agreemen! with
UCP, gave the private group what thby
calleda “‘revocable permt.” " -

Under-this rion-written pact,” the non-
profit palsy group is given complete au-
thority over seven formerly public Wil-
lowbrook buildings and a kitchen on the
grounds of the 384-acre institution.

But according to Thomas A. Coughlin,
deputy commissioner of the Department
of Mental Hygiene, the permit could be
at once voided by the state and UCP
forced to relmqmsh control, should
problems arise or an adverse court rul-
ing be handed down.

The transfer of care to the palsy
group, Coughlin said, will come in the
form of a massive “dxscharge” of the
641 residents, who are afflicted with a
host of physical and developmental dis-
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abilities: Never 'before, he added, has
New. York State undertaken anythmg
quite like it.

Robert Schonhorn, executive director
of the palsy group, explained an agree-
ment documenting the terms of this dis-
charge will not be put to paper — ap-
parently the state’s way of skirting
problems with its union of public
workers.

Schonhorn said his privately hired
staff of more than 1,000 professional and
non-professional workers will assume
control of the seven buildings Sept. 1,
and that ‘August will be the month of
transition.

More than 200 UCP therapy aldes
being paid on federal lines, are already
on staff at the developmental center,
Schonhorn said, adding that they will be
salaried by UCP come September.

Schonhorn also said that several
hundred workers have not been hired
yet, including a director for the UCP-
run Willowbrook complex.

The facilities chosen for private
operation are Buildings 13 and 15, hous-
ing teen-age youngsters, and Buildings
12, 14, 16, 26 and 28, constituting the so-
called baby complex — the nucleus of
Willowbrook's future.

Of those, Schonhorn said, Buildings
12, 13 and 15 will operate under a shared
staffing arrangement — with state ther-
apy aides and private supervisors — al-
though the palsy group will have ulti-
mate authority over all of the residents’
welfare.

Under a March 10 ruling in Brooklyn
Federal Court, the state agreed in prin-
ciple to the private takeover as a way to
1mprove conditions at Willowbrook and
in an attempt to avoid a contempt trial

"against Carey, Coughlin and other offi-"

cials for failure to implement the terms

¢ 3 of the 1975 Willowbrook Consent Decree.



