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A federal official, conceding that a
$2.6-million Willowbrook Developmental
Center research project is a failure,
called yesterday for a public apology to
the parents of 59 retarded people who
were promised, and never saw, im-
provement under the special program.

Gates L. Plumb, chief of demonstra-
tion grants for the U.S. Department of
Health, Education and Welfare, which
initiated and funded 75 per cent of the
goal-oriented project, said that clearly
some public explanation should be  given
on ‘why " the’ p'fvgrarﬁ‘m%sééd upish at:
Willowbrook. 5o 7 e 2ior3 3onovalt 1.2

%{h hard, he said,

for the series of admi
blundefs“and “‘incompetence’
marred the program during its two-and-
a-half-year course, “it is apparent we
all expected too much and a lot of peo-
ple were let down.”

Under the plan, the potentials of 59
pre-selected Willowbrook residents, said
to be hidden under the warehouse con-
cept of institutionalization, were to
flower with the aid of a regimented pro-
gram of testing, record-keeping, train-
ing and treatment made possible by the

2.6- m:lhon rant,
. A'teatn % §peﬁfa'flsts %
each individual's ablllﬁe istm%’

areas:wlidie helfpwdd nebded. Thamid

rehabilitdtioniplan, wdsto be spéllad ioad
that in¢hided' timetables afid milestones:
for reaching goals in personal hygiene,

vocationa! skills ard self care.

The contract, signed in September
1974, was given to the Information Ser-
vices Division of the Rockland Research
Institute, whose scientists were to have
supervised the work in Building 29 at
Willowbrook — the base for the sys-
tem'’s testing.

But the goal-oriented system, Plumb
admitted yesterday, was never ‘‘really
implemented at all.”” -

‘At the start, the project was viewed.
as the best alternative to the misery:
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“But we really made a mistake in put-

ting the program there,”” Plumb insist-
ed, adding that the ‘‘changes’ at Wil-
lowbrook — in staffing as well as
philosophy — contributed substantially
to the program’s lack of success.

Plumb said an HEW decision on its
share of future funding for the project
will come next week.

Approximately $400,000 of the original
grant is unspent, “but we're not even
suj{e we want to’ ve at j’ P%umb satd r
mmt,ofw : '

But the work the state spukesman
said, will be conducted at Wassaic De-
velopmental Center, an upstate institu-

tion, not at Willowbrook.

“The atmosphere there is just not
conducive to the testing of the clinical
system,” the spokesman said.

Reacting to the officials’ statements,
Anthony Pinto of Bulls Head, long ac-
tive in the Willowbrook reform move-
ment said “apologles are not enough 4

“raise the level of staffing there, they
would have had to do it throughout the
developmental center.

He said a parent organization will ask
the Willowbrook Review Panel, the
board overseeing conditions at the insti-
tution, to look into the matter.

“The hardware’s in place here so they
should continue the project here,” Pinto
insisted, adding it’s just another examp-
le of “‘bad faith” and broken promises
1prevqtmg adequate care for. mentally
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