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Phone call leac s“'”""ﬁaliémé“to patlent
abducted from Willowbrook bed

By TERENCE J. KIVLAN
and MARK LINSALATA

An anonymous telephone call early
today ended a 20-hour search for a 28
year-old profoundly retarded woman
who officials say was mysteriously car-
ried off at dawn yesterday from her bed
in a ward of the Willowbrook Develop-
mental Center.

The woman, Juanita Diaz, a 4-foot 11-
inch tall quadraplegic weighing 70
pounds, was found lying in the grass
about 2:15 a.m. between Building 1-and
27. Sgt. F. Duda of Willowbrook security
found Miss Diaz, who is described as a
‘‘total spastic” wﬂh no ability to com-
municate, after he received a call from
an unidentified man who said he had
seen ‘‘something’’ on the lawn between
the two buildings.

The area had been searched thorough-
ly by police yesterday. ‘‘Someone had to
put her back out there, for whatever
reason, nobody knows,” remarked Sgt.
Robert Maloney of the Emergency Ser-
vice Division who went to Willowbrook
after the woman was discovered. Police
and Willowbrook security officers
checked the area for additional details,
but they reportedly-found nothing. ..

An, examination by Dr. Chalotorn
Loch, a Willowbrook physician, revealed
that the woman was unharmed except
for a few scratches on her hands and

elbows.

Lt. Thomas Garland, who supervised
the police investigation of the discovery
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Juanita Diaz, a 28-year-old profoundly retarded quadraplegic who mys-

of th i teriously disappeared from Willewbrook Developmental Center, is lifted, .
l,eveﬁ :”h(:;}iﬂ uslife;?ﬁfeg l‘zfrsuzzil hzed by aides, ontq a special wheelchalp after she was found on the center's
taken the woman. *“This woman can't groupds. ' 7w gt ' 8.1, Advance Phelo by Tony Cargnnante
move,” he added. Willowbrook officials e Tl e SR #hostoaM e h

said Miss Diaz had been living at the de-
velopmental center for 24 years and was
last visited in 1972.

Police said the abductor entered MISS :
Diaz’ ward in Building 25 between 5:15
and 6 a.m. after prying off a screen and
pushing up a window directly in front of

her bed. “‘She was forcibly removed,” a ﬁ -2 : 5 L GE S
detective said. ‘“The screen was un- " ﬁ & iz ’ <& 3 ’/T)“ 7{- -
screwed from the outside.”

The two attendants on duty in the 24-
bed ward at the time said Miss Diaz was
asleep in the building when they made
their hourly rounds at 5:10 a.m. They-
found her missing 50 mmutes later When



A state trooper has a trained dog pick up Juanita Diaz’s scent from her
bed in the developmental center. 5.1, Advance Photo by Tony Carannante |
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