‘By ROBERT MIRALDI
and MARK LINSALATA

A 19-year-old resident of Willowbrook

Developmental Center was arrested
yesterday and charged with the April 3
rape-beating of a 7-year-old Silver Lake
girl.
James Rich, a Willowbrock resident
since 1969 when he was placed in the
state center for the retarded by his
mother, was taken into custody. by de-
tectives at 3 p.m. in the Willowbrook ad-
ministration building. -

After interrogation at the New Dorp
police statiom, the suspect was officially
arrested at 5 p.m. and charged with
first degree rape, endangering the wel-
fare of a child and unlawful imprison-
ment. Rich was held overnight in the St.
George stationhouse and is expected to
be arraigned today.

Officials described Rich as calm but
confused yesterday. One source said
that before his-arrest Rich® wondered |
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viewed. yésterday cotld nof ‘recall-any "
previous incident where a Willowbrook
resident - - . was charged with seriously
harming a community resident since the
center was opened after World War II.

Willowbrook officials had been in-
formed last week that Rich was a sus-
pect in the rape of the Silver Lake girl,
who was found about 7:30 p.m. April 3
approximately 100 feet from the Silver
Lake reservoir where, according to po-
lice, she had been attacked.

The girl,” whose name was not re-
leased by police, was taken to Staten Is-
land Hospital with internal and facial in-
juries. "After surgéry, she was released
late last week and is recovering at
home. Police would not comment yes-
terday if the girl identified the suspect.

At least a dozen detectives began in-
vestigating the incident early last week.
According to Lt. William Juliano, who
supervised the investigation, the detec-
tives canvassed the apartment houses
overlooking Silver Lake Park. Addition- .
ally, they returned to the scene for _sgw;‘j
eral nights and ‘questioned- joggers and
people who usually walk- their Hogs in :

the park about 7 or 7:30 p.m. DetectiVes

also spoke with bus drivers who drive
along the different routes-around the

park. -

“We had an idea right away who the
guy was,”” one detective commented,
adding: “‘But we had to get it so we
wouldn't lose him.” Early last week,
high ranking police officials said detec-
tives had a “hot lead” on the rape sus-
pect.

Although Inspector Vincent T. Agoglia
said that Rich immediately became a
suspect in the i;gs_e,,hg-wqgld not ‘com-
ment on wiit made detectivés interest-
éd in Rich. However; sources said there
had been other suspects. h

A high-ranking official said there was
“physical evidence” linking Rich to the
rape, but he would not say what the evi-
dence was.

Juliano said that information “instru-
mental” to the investigation was provid-

ed by the dozens of persons who called
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mily.that Knows the girl offgred.a’
8l or Information leading to
the arrest and conviction of the person
responsible in the attack, Juliano said
that not one of the callers mentioned the
teward. “‘They were all public spirit-
ed,” he remarked.

The key figures in the investigation.
according to Juliano, were Detectives
Edwin Thorne and Alfred Siragusa, who
were assigned the case and made the ar-
rest yesterday.

Willowbrook’s. acting director,
Frances Ryan, -described Rich as a bor-
derline, moderately retarded resident
who has a “low heiling point,” but who
had never been invoived in.an assaultive
incident off the Willowbrook campus.

Mrs. Ryan said Rich had been in-
volved in two “assaultive type” inci-
dents at Willowbrook in the last two
weeks. She would not elaborate on the
alleged incidents, nor would police com-
ment if they were aware of the inci-
dents.

Rich “is intelligent enough to know
that if he acts out in the community he
would lose his community status,”’ Mrs.
Ryan said. She said Rich “makes judg-
ments, but not always the right ones,”



Community status essentially means
that Rich is allowed to come and go on
the Willowbrook campus and into the
community as he pleases.. The policy
came under severe attack two years ago
when a resident wandered out of an un-
locked building and eventually froze to
death on the Willowbrook grounds,
which include 40 buildings and 380 acres.

Mrs. Ryan defended the use of com-
munity status privileges for Rich, say-
ing that he has the ““intellectual ability”
to function in the community. “All I can
tell you is that he has a history of as-
saultive behavior but not outside the
Willowbrook campus,” she said.

She said that isolating Rich was no so-
lution to his problems and that “given
his functional status..he is quite cap-
able’” of living in the community.

Mrs. Ryan said two attempts had been
made {o place Rich into a community
facility, but failed because Rich had a
"low  outburst level.” She described
weekend visits he madé.to the homes of
volunteers as ‘‘sometimes ‘good, some-
times bad.” ‘

Mrs. Ryan pointed out that partial
reason for Rich's community status was
the Willowbrook Consent Decree, the
document signed in 1975 by state offi-
cials, which mandates that Willowbrock
residents be given ‘“‘the least restric-
tive’’ living arrangement possible.
There have been arguments for the past
three years — in and out of court —
about the definition of ‘‘least restric-
tive.”

Mrs. Ryan and other Willowbrook
sources said that Rich needed psychia-
tric services that were not available at
Willowbrook. Mrs. -Ryan said the state
was ‘‘attempting to develop psychiatric

resources.”

In January 1976 the Willowbrook Re-
view Panel, in a formal recommenda-
tion made in federal court, told Willow-
brook officials to develop ‘‘a plan for
providing consultation by qualified psy-
chiatrists...for emotionally disturbed”
residents.

A spokesman for the Review Panel
said yesterday that at a meeting last
week the state said it had not obtained
Such gervices because qualified, inter-
ctors did not want to work at
rook. *

. Ryan, acting director for Dr. Le-
vester Cannon who is on vacation, said
that Rich had worked for a ‘‘short
period’” in Willowbrook’s housekeeping
department but did not keep the job be-
cause “he was not able to cope with his
expectations.”

Despite the Willowbrook Decree,
which says that each of Willowbrook’s
2,500 residents must have six hours of
daily therapeutic programming, Rich
was not in any program. Mrs. Ryan said
“he did not want to go.”

One high-ranking Willowbrook official
said Rich was ‘‘inappropriately placed”
at Willowbrook and needed psychiatric
treatment that developmental centers
do not offer. The official said that state
psychiatric centers will not treat retard-
ed persons from state developmental
centers.

State officials arranged yesterday for
a Legal Aid Society attorney, Michael
Brennan, to represent Rich, .
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