group. with the state paying for a staff.
Secondly. Tysen St. is no longer a tran-
sitional facility but will be a permanent
residence for eight, not 12. Willowbrook
residents.

What didn't change in the move
toward opening the Tysen St. group
home — the {ivst of its kind on Staten Is-
land — was the need to train Willow-
brook residents in daily living skills.
About & vear ago the state initiated a
Training Adults for Community Living
(TACL) program on the Willowbrook
grounds.

TACL did at Willowbrook what was
supposed to have taken place at Tysen
St. — train people for day-in, day-out
living. Thus far 15 persons have gone
through the TACL program and seven
have “‘graduated.”

"“Those people are ready for life in the
community,” Diane Whyte, hostel coor-
dinator for the benevolent society, says.

Mrs. Whyte and Diane Buglioli, direc-
tor of the TACL program, hoth marvel
at the progress the Willowbrook resi-
dents have made. They point to small
things. Like, says Ms. Buglioli, ons resi-
dent who would point to a table and say
“book.” -

That same resident after a short
period will say, “The hook is on the
table.”” Language development is impor-
tant, they stress,

“Much of the progress can't be put on
paper,” Ms. Bugiloli says. “But we've
seen the residents round out as people.
We've eliminated the bland institutional
behavior in many cases.”

The TACL workers feel they have ac-
complished their goal with the pros-
pective Tysen St residents — they have
prepared them for life in the communi-
ty. Does that fulfill the desire of the
community board in its original agree-
ment with the bensvolent society, how-
ever’?

The original agreement was for the'
Willowbrook residents as well as New
Brighton residents to adjust to each
other. The TACL workers contend that
the Willowbrook residents are mingling
in the community every day — taking
buses to Tysen St.; having lunch at the
house; shopping at neighborhood stores;

Willowbrook residents Herbie, sitting, and Joe!, right, are taught by staff-

er Ray Coleman how to iron their clothes.

visiting the police station and the hospi-
tal.

Mrs. Whyte says she is flexible in
what she will propose to the community
board this week. She would like to be
able to hegin the live-in phase as soon as
renovations are completed. The commu-
nity board might want to start with the
one-year training phase first. That
would be a setback, she feels, but she
concedes that a six-month training
period might be a useful compromise.

When Tysen St. does open, training at

Willowbrook will not cease, however. _
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The TACL program will continue for
other non-Staten Island residents target-
ed for community placement. The large
house on the Willowbrook grounds that
formerly housed the center's director,
in fact, will he turned into a second
training site and wiil serve as a 24-hour
group home within a few months.

The residents trained in the director’s
house will then, presumably, follow the
335 former residents of Willowbrook
who have already been placed in com-
munity facilities throughout New York
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