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. - : , - Three years after the state has pur-

chased a New Brighton house and pre-
pared it as a group home for eight Wil-
lowbrook Developmental Center
residents, the two-story frame bu1ldmg
remains vacant and the project is beset
with difficulties.

The latest snag in the attempt to open
200 Tysen St. as a group home for Staten
Islanders at Willowbrook ise the sudden
discovery that despite $27,000 worth of
renovations to the $64,000 house, moder-
nization of kitchen and bathroom areas
are still needed.

Further complicating the issue is
approval needed from Community
Board 1 betore the group home can
open. Planners of the project expect to
meet with leaders of the newly consti-
tuted board this week.

* The home was purchased by the state
Department of Mental Hygiene in July
1974, and the state intended to operate it
! as a halfway house — a transitional fa-
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ly housed the center’s director. boon it-will be the site of a halfway house Opposition developed: in the surround- -

for center resnden}s. : i : Sik Aévance Phofos hv Frank J. Johns ~ ing New Brighton commumtyL however

and a’stormy fight- ensued, ineluding a 3
heated - confrontation’ ata community ’)D
meeting. - The community finally ap-
proved a two-phase proposal for 200
Tysen St.

The first phase, which was to have
begun in the winter of 1976, was a year-
long training program to teach the Wil-
lowbrook residents daily living skills —
shopping, laundry, cooking, personal hy- &
giene, household cleaning. That training
was to be done on a ¥ a.m.-to-5 p.m.
basis at Tysen St.

The second phase, assuming all went
well with the training and that the com-
munity as well as the Willowbrook resi-
dents adapted, was to be the live-in
phase. Tysen St. would have 24-hour, on-
the-premises staff to supervise its resi-
dents.

The renovations at Tysen St. went
slowly, however, and the first phase was
delayed. By this time the Tysen St. proj-
ect had changed its scope a bit.

# , The state no longer runs the program.
1 o It is ostensibly administered by the Wil-
- lowbrook Benevolent Society, a parents”,
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