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. For aver 25 years the mothgr s
watched her son grow at Willowbrook
Developmental Center. She has seen
conditions there go from horrible to liv-
able and she prays for the day the
center will be top notch.

Faxthfully each weekend the mother
has visited her retarded son from her
home in the Bronx. Recently she moved
to the lelowbrook section of Statenr Is-
land to be closer to her son-and now she

takes him home ori weekends, 7 S

‘One Saturday afternoon she helped
her son into the shower and took a .
close look at his back — for the first
time in 20 years. She saw welts, scars
and purple marks running horxzontally
across that back.

“‘He was beaten,” she says. “Someone
had beaten him. God knows how many -
xes :‘nfmn roll down her cheeks! —

rs t-dhd pain. And she: beging
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statd’run’ Willowbrook becamé a home
fot the retarded and 18 months after the
state agreed to make radical imptove-
ments there, abuse of the 2,595 residents
continues to plague the institution.

Last year there were from 50 to 100
major abuse cases — the highest at any
of the state’s 20 centers — comprxsmg
perhaps 25 per cent of the abuse cases in
the state mental hygiene system.

In an average month, there will be
about 700 incidents at the Center” é-‘
abuse of residents by ernplayw, abuse %

of residents by residents, accidental in-
jury, and hundreds of incidents of. un-
known origin.

The incidents range from the grue-
some — one resident bites off another
resident’s ear — to the trivial — a resi-
dent falls in a shower without a mat and
cuts a leg.

But the abuses and the incidents are
mcreasmgly alarming parents and

rothers, upse centers myriad
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Like most problems at Willowbrook,
there are no easy solutions, no easy
scapegoats, and little hope that an end
to the abuse problem will come quickly.
Director Dr. Levester Cannon does
not consider patient abuse
problem.” He says it is “‘no greater now
than at any other period.” In fact, he

says, it is his “impression” that the

nUmbers have gone down. " -

Cannon blames continued overcrowd-
ing and the “‘wrong mix" of residents
for the abuse cases; But, he concedes,
“we still have employes who abuse’ the
residents. Cannon says Willowbrook is

attempting to zero in on the abusers,

South Shore Assemblyman Guy V. Mo-
linari, in an Oct. 16 letter to State Men-
tal Hygiene Commissioner Lawrence C.
Kolb, charged that the state “has failed
xmserably in (its) assigned role to pré%

fect the Willpwbrook residents.” ?

Molinazi, who said he released the let-
ter only after he received no reply from
Kolb, claims that “‘the incidents of mal-
treatment of the residents seem to be on
the rise.” Cannon's answer: “That’s not
true.”

Molinari saxd he has been told that
over a three-week period a dozen resi-
dents ‘‘suffered {rom bone fractures as
a result of beatings either by employes
er, in some cases, by other residents
while the employes stand idly by or do
not intervene.” ;

An_ Advance investigafion could not
substantiate Molinari’s charge., What
state records and interviews with those
familiar with -Willowbrook’s operation
seem to indicate, however, is that:

{Each month an average of three
residents are the victims of serious
physical abuse. In October, for examp-
le, a 23-year-old severely retarded fe-
male resident was sodomized by a 33-
year-old ex-employe who was on the
grounds to pick up his girlfriend. He
Was arresteddy police.., of 57w

.- =4 Each month two or. three residents

arethe victims of serious physical
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